Sunday May 31, 2020
The Day of Pentecost
Morning Prayer: Rite Two
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Bangor, Maine
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Opening sentences
You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8

The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand
Officiant L
 ord, open our lips.
People A
 nd our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Then follows the Jubilate, said in unison.
The Antiphon may first be sung or said with it.
Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the earth: Come let us adore him.
Alleluia.

Jubilate Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Psalm 104:25-35, 37
The Psalm is read responsively by whole verse
25O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
26Yonder is the great and wide sea
with its living things too many to number, *
creatures both small and great.
27There move the ships,
and there is that Leviathan, *
which you have made for the sport of it.
28All of them look to you *
to give them their food in due season.
29You give it to them; they gather it; *
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
30You hide your face, and they are terrified; *
you take away their breath,
and they die and return to their dust.
31You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *
and so you renew the face of the earth.
32May the glory of the Lord endure forever; *
may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

33He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
he touches the mountains and they smoke.
34I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *
I will praise my God while I have my being.
35May these words of mine please him; *
I will rejoice in the Lord.
37Bless the Lord, O my soul. *
Hallelujah!
At the end of the Psalms is said in unison
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The First Lesson (Acts 2:1-21)
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles:
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now
there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not
all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our
own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,
Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds
of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter,
standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is
what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall

prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my
Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and
signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to
darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious
day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The First Canticle
Canticle: A Song of Ezekiel Ezekiel 36:24-28
Said in Unison
I will take you from among all nations; *
and gather you from all lands to bring you home.
I will sprinkle clean water upon you; *
and purify you from false gods and uncleanness.
A new heart I will give you *
and a new spirit put within you.
I will take the stone heart from your chest *
and give you a heart of flesh.
I will help you walk in my laws *
and cherish my commandments and do them.
You shall be my people, *
and I will be your God.
The Second Lesson (1 Corinthians 12:3b-13)
A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians:
No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of
gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance
of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and
the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. For just

as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit.
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

The Hymn Canticle
Hymn 227, v. 1, Holy Spirit, font of light

The Third Lesson (John 20:19-23)
A Reading from the Gospel according to John:
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
The people stand or kneel
Officiant T
 he Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Then follows this set of Suffrages
V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you;
R. We praise your Name for ever.
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;
R. For we put our trust in you.
V. In you, Lord, is our hope;
R. And we shall never hope in vain.

The Collects
The Collect for the Day of Pentecost
O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them
the light of your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in
all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for an End to Racial Injustice
O God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For
peace and unity across barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and
appointed leaders, that they would serve the common good. Inspire all people with
courage to speak out against hatred, to actively resist evil. Unite the human family in
bonds of love. through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Mission
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope
you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us
your holy fire. Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray,
worship, learn,break bread, share life, heal neighbors, hear good news, seek justice,
rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common
prayer and send us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be
restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Office Hymn
Hymn 516, v. 1  Come down, O love divine

Intercessions and Thanksgivings
The People respond, “Come, Holy Spirit.”
The General Thanksgiving, said in unison
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the
blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and
for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our
lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking
before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout
all ages. Amen.
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ
Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.

Anthem at the Collection
Jubilate in A-flt, Charles Wood
The St. John’s Episcopal Church Virtual Choir
You may give online at https://stjohnsbangor.org/online-giving/ or by texting "StJohnsBangor
Donation $50" to 73256 to donate using your text messaging. (Any amount donation can be made,
$50 is just the example.) Standard text message rates do apply. Thank you for your continued
support.

Scripture reflection – The Rev. Howard La Rue
Today we welcome the Rev. Howard LaRue as our guest celebrant and preacher. The
Rev. Howard La Rue served in the U.S. Navy for sixteen years and lived for some
time, with his family in Japan, where his two youngest children were born. After
which, he entered Virginia Seminary and then served two churches in Virginia, the

last being Emmanuel Church, Greenwood, just outside Charlottesville, where he
ministered for 27 years. He and his late wife Kate then moved to Maine, where they
had vacationed for many years. He lives in Searsport, where he operates a Book
Store and Asian Antiques gallery. He has been at St. John's since 2012, and has
enjoyed sitting in the pew and listening to the powerful preaching in this wonderful
place.


Final Prayer and Blessing

Let us Pray in unison
Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to
yourself: We praise and bless you for those whom you have sent in the power of
the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all nations. We thank you that in all parts of
the earth a community of love has been gathered together by their prayers and
labors, and that in every place your servants call upon your Name. So now,
gather and send us; for the kingdom and the power and the glory are yours for
ever. Amen.
May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the wonderful works of God; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.

Dismissal
Deacon: Let us Bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Postlude
Parish Prayer list
For the Church - Our Anglican Communion and Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury,
Our Episcopal Church and Michael our Presiding Bishop;
Our Diocese of Maine and Thomas our Bishop
For the victims of gunfire and those who have lost a loved one to gun violence.
For the ministry of the staff and volunteers who attend to the administrative needs of our churches.
Our Parish of St. John’s Bangor and Rita and Ann our clergy and all our people:

For the Sick, Injured, or Distressed – The Haluska family, Susan P., Deborah J., The Bemis Family, Finn,
Julie, Patricia, Steadman Family, Sarah, Patty D., Dick D., Beth P., Ella D, Deej P. Elsa G., Alice F., Ralph R.,
Miranda S., Steve B., Continued prayers for –  Kristin W., Siobhan, Elizabeth, Veronica, Kathleen D., Sam H., Susanna
P., David H., Mary Ann T, Ciarra, Anne L, David B., Michael, +Steven Lane and Family, The Liberty Family,
For our Homebound Members – Evelyn L., Joline F., Kathleen D., Mary, Charles, Robert B., Christa F., Lois N.,
Lilly P., Earlene B., Nancy W., Cathy K., Betty C. and Eileen H.
For Everyone affected by the COVID19 virus - all who are sick or dying, especially those at Hope House
in Bangor, all who mourn, all who are isolated, anxious, or scared; for those without shelter or food and for
all those sacrificing and volunteering to provide safe beds and nutritious meals; for all who are working in
essential services, especially our doctors and nurses and all in our health care facilities, for all working in our
grocery stores and supply chains and those who clean and sterilize everywhere; for all who willingly sacrifice
their own needs and desires for sake of others’ health and well being.
For the World, for Peace and Goodwill among Nations and for peoples in war-torn places, especially those
in those in the Middle East, Afghanistan and Iraq. For an end to war and all forms of violence. For all who
suffer for conscience’s sake. For our enemies and those who wish us harm. For all suffering effects of
climate change and of natural disasters, especially the people of Bangladesh and India after the cyclone, and
those in Africa during locust plague and famine. For those suffering from food scarcity anywhere. For
refugees, immigrants, and those who are displaced, especially for children.
For the Leaders of our Country, State and Community: Donald Trump, President; Members of Congress,
especially, Susan Collins, Angus King, Chellie Pingree, Jared Golden of Maine; Janet Mills, Governor; and
Clare Davitt, Mayor - that they govern with wisdom, civility, and compassion.
For our Military Personnel, especially those of this Parish: Dillan L., Joshua M., Aaron B., Timothy W.
For the Departed - Marya Sophia Haluska, George Floyd, Charles LoRe, Joel Johnson, Eunice Bemis,
Barbara Danser; All who have died from the Corona Virus around the world; For all who have died in the
service of their country.

With Thanksgiving for the lives of those celebrating birthdays this week - Eileen H., Claire M., and Anna N.
If you would like to add or reinstate a name or concern for our parish prayer list, please contact one of the clergy. Please use this
list for your own personal prayers too.

