March 28, 2021
The Sunday of the Passion:
Palm Sunday

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

Welcome
The Liturgy of the Palms
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter
with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life
and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Processional Gospel of the Palms: Mark 11:1-11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount
of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples and saidto them, “Go into the village ahead
of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never
been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just
say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” They went away
and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some
of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the
colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.
Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
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Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple.

BLESSING OF THE PALMS
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy
city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who
spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for
us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him
as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns
in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Procession
God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of
the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
Deacon
People

Let us go forth in peace.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Procession Hymn
Hymn 154 v. 1,3,5 - All glory, laud, and honor
Choristers singing hymns this morning - Susan and Tim Pearson

Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the
cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in
the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16
In unison
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; *
my eye is consumed with sorrow,
and also my throat and my belly.
10For my life is wasted with grief,
and my years with sighing; *
my strength fails me because of affliction,
and my bones are consumed.
11I have become a reproach to all my enemies and
even to my neighbors,
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; *
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; *
I am as useless as a broken pot.
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;
fear is all around; *
they put their heads together against me;
they plot to take my life.
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. *
I have said, “You are my God.
15My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.
16Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me.”
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Gospel Hymn 458 v 1,7 - My song is love unknown
Choristers singing hymns this morning - Susan and Tim Pearson

Words: Samuel Crossman (1624-1683), alt.; Music: Love Unknown, John Ireland, (1879-1962). Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE #A-731074. All rights reserved.

The Passion Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Read in parts by people from across the Diocese of Maine

Word of Reflection
The Rev. Rebecca Liberty

The Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word andSacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now
and for ever. Amen.

The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his
courts. Psalm 96:8

Offertory Anthem
Pie Jesu- Andrew Lloyd Webber
You may give online at https://stjohnsbangor.org/online-giving/ or by texting "StJohnsBangor
Donation" to 73256. Standard text message rates apply. Checks should be made payable to St.
John’s Episcopal Church and mailed to 234 French St., Bangor ME 04401. Thank you for your
continued support.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and
praise.

Proper Preface
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthyof glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you
in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to
be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and
gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and
Rebekah, and Jacob and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption
of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not
for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of theBread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
By not partaking of the elements at this time, weexpress our longing for God’s presence and our
longing to gather once again in person as the body of Christ. None of us partake at this time,
including those present in the church, as an expression of our unity as a congregation.
More information can be found in the announcements about opportunities to receive from the Reserve
Sacrament, available on Second Saturdays of the monthfrom 9-11am at the Church.
At the same time, we pray that we might recognize God’s presence with us in our longing.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Since we now are apart, let us pray:
Gracious Christ, you invite us to your feast, setting before us your heart’s
bread, and your life’s wine. We yearn with all our souls to feast with you at the
Altar, to taste and see the Lord’s goodness today. Since we cannot now find
union at the table, grant your presence spiritually. We offer you our hearts, lives
and souls, that we may become eternally one. Amen.

Time for Reflection - Communion Meditation
Herzlich tut mich verlangen

Blessing
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Dismissal
Deacon
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Contrapunctus No. I (from Art of Fugue)- J.S. Bach

Parish Prayer List
For the Sick, Injured, or Distressed –Pat T., Dorothy, Ella D., Myrick C., Barbara, Shawn, John
M., Bonnie A., Owen D., Sophia, Jim, Darah L., Ralph R., David B., Leslie J., Anita, Marthe, Eddie,
and Sarah B. Continued prayers for – Bryson, Evan, Ann P., Lev, Ross, Jaydon, Jesse, the Island Nursing Home
Community, Oma O., Barbara B., John F., Eileen, Maurice, The Harrison Family, The Hamilton Family, Sue B.,
Gavin, Deej P. and Gavin.
For our Homebound Members – Evelyn L., Joline F., Kathleen D., Mary, Charles, Robert B., Christa F.,
Lilly P., Earlene B., Cathy K., Betty C. and Eileen H.

For Everyone affected by the COVID19 virus: for all who are sick or dying, all who mourn; for
all who are isolated, anxious, or scared; for those most vulnerable in our institutions and on our
streets, for those sacrificing and volunteering to provide safe beds and nutritious meals; for students,
families, teachers, and school administrators; for all who are working in essential services, especially
our doctors and nurses and all in our health care systems, for all working in our grocery stores and
supply chains, and for those who clean and sterilize; for all who willingly sacrifice their own needs
and desires for sake of others’ health and well being.
For the World: for Peace and Goodwill among Nations and for peoples in war-torn places,
especially those in those in the Middle East, Afghanistan and Iraq. For an end to war and all forms
of violence. For all who suffer for conscience’s sake. For our enemies and those who wish us harm.
For all suffering effects of climate change and of natural disasters. For all those affected by gun
violence. For refugees, immigrants, and those who are displaced, especially for children.
For our Nation: for all who suffer from injustice; for eyes to see injustice and for the will to work
for fairness for all of God’s people; for all who protest and for those who are charged to maintain
our safety; and for all who struggle to change our world and its systems of oppression.
For the Leaders of our Country, State and Community: Joseph Biden Jr., President; Members of
Congress, especially, Susan Collins, Angus King, Chellie Pingree, Jared Golden of Maine; Janet Mills,
Governor; and Daniel Tremble, Mayor - for those who serve in the courts of this land - that they
govern with wisdom, civility, and compassion.
For our Military Personnel, especially those of this Parish: Sarah M., Dillan L., Joshua M., Aaron
B., and Timothy W.
For the Departed - Liz O’Donnell, Dcn., Michael J. Knudsen, Arthur Allen, Gail Marie, and for all
who have died from the Coronavirus around the world
With Thanksgiving for the lives of those celebrating birthdays during the coming week.
If you would like to add or reinstate a name or concernfor our parish prayer list, please contact one of the clergy.
Please use this list for your own personal prayers too.

Announcements, Opportunities & Invitations
Are you planning on coming to church for silent prayer next Monday, Tuesday,
or Wednesday with Stations of the Cross? You have to let us know so we can open
the building for you! We will only have the building open during hours when
people have signed up! - Monday March 29th 5:00pm-7:00pm; Tuesday March

30th 10:00am-1:00pm; Wednesday March 31st 5:0pm-7:00pm. Please plan to
observe the COVID-19 safety precautions in place, including mask-wearing,
distancing, and limiting the number of people in the church at one time. Signups for
silent prayer
are on Google Docs by clicking the following link :
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SHC-68R6n0gKW609w5FQXsXp1v2JsykpS
_DwGyn8J-A/edit?usp=sharing
Instead of Easter lilies: We'd like to list the names of your loved ones in the Easter
bulletin, as in a "normal" year. Contributions will go toward new plantings around the
church building. First, email the name(s) you'd like listed to admin@stjohnsbangor.org
by March 30. Then, you can make your contribution online at
https://stjohnsbangor.org/online-giving/ or send your contribution to 234 French St.
We'll mail you a printed bulletin with all the names if you request one in your email.
Maundy Thursday, online, at 7:00pm on April 1st streaming on Zoom and
YouTube. Join us for this evening Eucharist with Foot washing Reflection and
Stripping of the Altar. The link for the service will be in the upcoming edition of This
Week at St. John’s.
In addition to online liturgies, plan to drop by the church in person on Good
Friday, April 2nd, between 12 and 3 for individual silent prayer--no need to sign up,
but there will be a limited number of people in the church at one time. Our organist,
Josh Singer, will be playing, and Stations of the Cross booklets will be available.
Good Friday, online, at 7:00pm on April 2nd, streaming on Zoom and
YouTube. Join us for this Service of Tenebrae (“shadows”) with Veneration of the
Cross. The link for the service will be in the upcoming edition of This Week at St.
John’s.
We’re excited to join St. James and St. Patrick’s Episcopal Churches on
Saturday April 3rd at 7:30pm for the Great Vigil of Easter. The link for the
service will be in the upcoming edition of This Week at St. John’s.
Each month, Communion from the Reserved Sacrament will be available on
Second Saturdays of the month from 9-11 am at the Church and at the same
time as our food drive for those in need. April 10th will be our next Second
Saturday. People are encouraged to make offerings of canned goods and also to
come to retrieve the Sacrament. Communion bags with the Reserve Sacrament can
also be retrieved by appointment or by requesting delivery by emailing
community@stjohnsbangor.org.

Please join us for the Big Red Truck Event - 2nd Saturday Spring Donation
Drive on Saturday April 10th to benefit Hope House. You may drop off your
donations at St. John's Episcopal Church, 225 French Street, Bangor (truck will be
parked in front of church for drive-up to drop off items). Donations needed include:
salt/pepper, mustard, ketchup, and mayo for their kitchen. Shampoo, soap, shaving
items, deodorant, toothpaste/brushes as well as spring/summer clothing: t-shirts,
jeans, pants (men/women) and towels and blankets.
Help is needed for Second Saturday on April 10th! With our current restrictions
(social distancing and John bapst using our kitchen), what we need help with most is
food preparation. We need: Casseroles or stews to feed approximately 20-30 people-we usually have several different ones, so if you can prepare one with 8-10 servings
that would be wonderful. Either hot food delivered around 11:15, or food in a
crockpot or microwavable container will work. Past menu items have included
american chop suey, turkey stew, mac and cheese. A veggie/ salad like coleslaw (30
small servings); dessert that is easy to serve (cookies or brownies) in ziplock bags (you
can package, or we can! (30 servings); rolls (30 servings ); If you can help with any of
these items this month, please email Phil at philh_04401@yahoo.com. Thanks!
You are invited to join the women’s book group, gathering next on April 20 at
2:00pm. The book to be discussed is by Charles, Mark and Rah, Soong-Chan
Unsettling Truths: The Ongoing, Dehumanizing Legacy of the Doctrine of Discovery, 2019.
"With thorough research, Mark Charles and Soong-Chan Rah share the foundational
truths of American history and theologies that have influenced us for over five
hundred years, correcting the purposefully hidden erasure of what actually happened
on this land and why it continues to this day.” In May, the book to be discussed is by
Mantel, Hilary Wolf Hall: A Novel, 2009. “[Mantel] wades into the dark currents of
16th century English politics to sculpt a drama and a protagonist with a surprisingly
contemporary feel . . . Wolf Hall is sometimes an ambitious read. But it is a rewarding
one as well.”. If you have a book you would like discussed and/or if you would like to
join the group, please contact Marisue Pickering <marisue.pickering@maine.edu> or
Jane Zenk <jzenkjzenk@gmail.com>.
Last week we shared the news of the death of Liz O'Donnell, a former deacon
at St. John's. Now we have more news about her obituary and funeral arrangements:
A small, private family service will be held on April 24, 2021, at 2PM at the
Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration. The service will be livestreamed on
Facebook for others to attend. In lieu of flowers, donations to Episcopal Relief and
Development have been requested.
At the Salvation Army, our group is signed up to cook and serve on the 4th Tuesday
of each month. We'll be cooking and placing the food into to-go boxes which the

Salvation Army staff will then serve from the truck. We will be practicing social
distancing and masks are required, so please bring one. We look forward to seeing
you again at the Salvation Army on April 27th from 9 am - 12:30 pm!

