
SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER

To the Glory of God and for the
Common Good, we make God’s love
known now and for generations to
come through worship and service to
all.

-- Mission Statement
adopted June 2010

Thoughts From The Transition Priest
The title may be "Thoughts from the Transition Priest," but I find it hard to know exactly what to
think when looking ahead to fall. The uncertainty of the pandemic continues to loom over fall plans.
With our county now experiencing high transmission of the Delta variant, that affects not only how
we worship, but also how we build community, gather for formation, serve our neighbors in the
community, and discern the best steps toward St. John's next chapter. The good news is that we are
in this together, and Jesus is out ahead of us, pointing us to abundant life and love. So in that faith,
we have been making plans as best we can, knowing we can always adjust as needed.

Starting with discernment: On this uncertain journey, we trust that God is not only "with" us but
also guiding us and sustaining us through it through the Holy Spirit. This time of transition invites
the parish to ask, "What is God calling us to do and who is God calling us to be in our next
chapter?" Some wise members of St. John's have agreed to work with me and the vestry (and
eventually the whole parish) to address those questions, as the Mission Discernment Advisory
Group: Mary-Frances Beesorchard; Eric Boberg; Bruce Mallonee; the Rev. Ann McAlhany,
Deacon; and April O'Grady. We have met together once this summer, and you can look forward to
updates in future newsletters.

This newsletter communicates as much as we can plan right now for formation, service, and
building community. You can see some of how we've been doing those things over the summer.
We've focused on doing as much outdoors as possible, both for children's, youth, and family events
and also for fellowship over lemonade and Josh Singer's piano music after worship each Sunday.
We have even held Sunday worship outdoors in the churchyard a few times. And we started to
imagine new possibilities for the churchyard, thanks to a grant from The BTS Center. We eagerly
anticipate the completion of the work on the tower and a neighborhood celebration of that
milestone on October 3.

In the program year ahead, faith formation for children, youth, and families will include more



opportunities to gather outdoors. For adults, it will include multiple opportunities to gather online.
The 50-day Bible reading challenge is happening again, and there are new opportunities for
monthly "Faith in Daily Life" discussions and weekly Bible study on Thursday evenings.

Many of us would much rather see each other in person, but still--there are advantages to being able
to connect from home, too. Recognizing those advantages particularly for the Daily Offices, we
appreciate the faithfulness of those who have been leading and gathering for Morning Prayer online
over the past 18 months or so and continue to do so moving forward. And also, we appreciate those
who have offered their time to lead Evening Prayer online at 5:30, starting after Labor Day.
(Evening Prayer has been on hiatus during the pandemic.) You are invited to drop in any time or
join in more consistently.

Service to the community during the pandemic has focused especially on feeding people. Many
thanks to all who have been leading and participating in the Big Red Truck monthly drives, Second
Saturday lunch, monthly meals at the Salvation Army, and meals for the Bangor Homeless Shelter.
You can read in this newsletter how to get involved in those ministries, as well as offering your
time for important roles in the church office and worship.

As we look ahead, what I hope this newsletter communicates most of all is a sense of invitation: An
invitation to deepen your faith and your connection to God's people. For many of us, faith and
connection happen first and foremost through the in-person Sunday morning worship we're used to.
With so much having changed for Sundays (wearing masks, no singing, not communing at the altar
rail, etc.), and with so many people choosing not to gather with people indoors at this time, that
dependence on Sundays is being challenged.

But maybe that challenge is also an invitation--to turn our focus to the rest of the week. Formation,
prayer, service--those don't just happen on Sundays! As you read through this newsletter, I
encourage you to choose one-midweek opportunity you've never tried and see what it's like this fall.
The good news is, with everything up in the air, we're all newcomers again! So the awkwardness of
doing things we've never done before is shared among all. Including your transition priest. :-) 

Glad to be with you on this journey in the love of Christ,

WORSHIP

Fall Worship Updates

Ever since we started gathering again, we've had about 20-30 participants in person each week, and
almost that many online. So we have decided to keep worshiping together in one service each
Sunday, which is also live-streamed. For the time being, that service will continue at 9 am , as the
midpoint between the previous 8 and 10 services. We will keep up the lemonade + music outdoors
at 10 as long as the weather is nice--probably through September, at least...

CONTINUE READING

Morning & Evening Prayer On Weekdays

During the pandemic, Morning Prayer has been continuing every weekday at 9 am online, and
anyone is welcome to join in on any day. Evening Prayer has taken a break over the past year, but it
is coming back after Labor Day! Starting September 7, every weekday at 5:30 pm, you can join in

https://files.constantcontact.com/b073b9f5401/d0253bed-bd85-48c5-bfcf-35b26a5f7ecc.pdf


on Zoom or Facebook. Links can be found on the church website and in the weekly email on
Fridays. If you have questions or can help lead or read, contact Pat Sprague
(formation@stjohnsbangor.org) or Rev. Rebecca Liberty ( transitionpriest@stjohnsbangor.org).

A message from the
St. John's COVID team

It has been wonderful to worship in person and to gather outdoors this summer. We had started a
little singing again in worship, and we removed the social-distancing notices from church seating.

But things have changed since a month or two ago. With the Delta variant spreading so quickly, not
only around the country but also in our own Penobscot county, we are NOT where we had hoped
we'd be by fall...

CONTINUE READING

Choir Update
By: Josh Singer

As Rev. Liberty mentioned in the Covid team summary, choir and congregational singing has been
postponed for the time being. Placed on hold, so to speak. It's a tough situation for all of us, but
essential that we remain vigilant in respecting the danger of this virus. I am extremely proud of the
efforts and dedication of St. Johns since March 2020 doing its part in suppressing the spread of
Covid. We need to hang tough a bit longer until all our kids are vaccinated (as well as all others are
able to be- thus limiting spread and variants). Not mentioned in the COVID summary, but very real,
are the "long-haul effects, which are still woefully not understood. So we wait to restart
congregational singing and of course, our choristers' participation. We did get a glimpse on July 9
at Eunice Bemus' funeral of our wonderful choir a good portion of them) singing 2 movements of
the Faure Requiem honoring Eunice's last wishes and treating our ears to the beauty of song in
worship that we all sorely miss. I implore everyone to be patient, tolerant and use our best God-
given judgment in getting past this pandemic.

Respectfully yours,
Josh Singer, Organist, and Choirmaster

FORMATION

Children. Youth. Families.
Pandemic Program Year #2

By: Anne-Marie Miller

He leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake--Psalm 23:1-3

Well, in my imagination I was writing an entirely different piece for this newsletter. But here we
are, with these big pandemic challenges complicating our planning again. But as always, God is
bigger than the challenges. God is bigger than the pandemic. The Holy Spirit is dancing on the
breeze nearby, whether She finds us feeling super confident and excited, or low and sad (She is
totally finding me in that category, today). And She will help us to do the work of being God’s love
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in the world, even if we are apart or distanced from one another. Come, Holy Spirit, and help us be
church together. Help us to love one another and support one another and to be your presence of
love to all whom we encounter. Help us find ways to learn together. Please, help us to stay safe, and
to care for your most vulnerable. In the name of Jesus who called the children to come to him for
blessings and love, Amen...

CONTINUE READING

Two New Formation Opportunities For Adults
By: The Rev. Rebecca Liberty

New monthly drop-in discussion: Noticing God in Daily Life

Meeting over Zoom, 6:30-8 pm, on the second Tuesday of each month (Sept. 7, Oct. 12, Nov. 9,
Dec. 14).

Facilitated by Rev. Liberty, this opportunity combines a chance to learn and reflect, with a chance
to give and receive support through the joys and challenges of these interesting times. Come
occasionally or every month to talk about things like: What difference does faith make beyond
Sunday mornings? How does God sustain me amid daily routines, tasks, and stress? How can I tell
the Holy Spirit is guiding me? How do I live as a disciple of Jesus through my various roles (i.e.
spouse, employee, citizen)--and in a pandemic?!

CONTINUE READING

Adult Education & Formation, Fall 2021
By: Patricia Sprague

This fall we are telling you only about offerings scheduled for September through Advent, rather
than following our usual practice of publishing a brochure with the entire Adult Education &
Formation program year. We are aiming for as wide participation as possible for each of the four
offerings described below.

Several of our programs will continue all year, and in Epiphany, through Pentecost, you can look
forward to more Bible study and more offerings related to the Book of Common Prayer, such as on
the catechism or our liturgy. In addition, Nancy Dymond is working on bringing to us the stories
behind our beloved hymns; and Pat Sprague is designing a class on Ignatius’ rules for the
discernment of spirits. Could the Spirit be nudging you to offer something of your own? We are all
in this together, so don’t hesitate to speak up...

CONTINUE READING

COMMUNITY

Churchyard Happenings
Big things have been happening in the churchyard this summer! Thanks to a generous grant from
The BTS Center and some creative members of St. John's, we were able to experience a "pop-up"
prayer path and a "pop-up" garden on two Sundays in August. (Read more about the project to re-
imagine the churchyard on our website: https://stjohnsbangor.org/whats-happening-at-st-johns/ )
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On August 8, we were privileged to welcome Rev. Alison Cornish of The BTS Center, facilitator of
the grant process, to worship with us and enjoy the garden. 

We have also held Sunday morning worship outdoors twice this summer, with a third time planned
for September 12 (weather permitting)...

CONTINUE READING

Where's Phoebe
By: Deacon Ann

Where's Phoebe?  well, she has been checking out the garden. To hear more about her summer,
and share your own stories, drop in (via ZOOM) to the next TeaTime. The schedule has shifted
for the summer to the Second Sunday at 1700h (5 pm).

Never attended? No Problem! Newcomers are welcomed. Have questions? - check-in with Ann.
 
NEXT DATE:

September 12th

SERVICE

Salvation Army
St.Johns has made a commitment to cook a meal at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen for
approximately 40 years on the fourth Tuesday of each month. Due to covid people are not allowed
to sit inside in the dining room. Our crew cooks American chop suey for 100+. It is assembled with
buttered bread, granola bar, and fruit in take-out containers and served at a take-out window. New
volunteers are always welcome.

Big Red Food Truck
We’d like to thank everyone who has been donating to the Big Red Truck events throughout the
pandemic. Please know that you’re generosity has been appreciated by the Bangor Homeless
Shelter and the Hope House. A special thank you to the Blanchette's. Jim and Claudia have been
out in the freezing cold, driving rain and the sunshine collecting your donations in their Big Red
Truck. We could not have done it without them!   Now that church services have returned, we will
return to collecting food donations in the baskets in the back of the church each week. If you’d like
to make a food donation but are not yet attending in-person services, donations can be brought to
the office Tuesdays-Friday between 10 am and noon. Donations collected will be donated to the
Bangor Homeless Shelter. Thank you in advance for your continued support of those less fortunate
in our community.

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
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Office Volunteers
The Parish Office is looking for volunteers. We currently have an opening on Wednesday mornings
from 10 am to noon that we are looking to fill. If you aren’t able to commit to a weekly time, how
about being on our substitute list? What does the office volunteer do? The office volunteer is the
first person that someone calling or coming into the office encounters. A cheerful greeting is a great
way to make people feel welcome. The office volunteer directs visitors and calls to the proper staff
person. Some weeks, a volunteer may be asked to proofread the bulletin or a letter, fold a mailing,
or fold the bulletins. Other weeks it may be quiet, and the volunteer can catch up a few chapters of
their book between calls. If you have any questions about this important volunteer position, or if
you are interested in being an office volunteer, please contact Vanessa at the office at 947-0156
between 10am and noon Tuesday through Friday, or email her at admin@stjohnsbangor.org.

Getting Involved On Sundays
With fewer people comfortable attending worship in person right now, Sunday morning ministries
that once rotated between 8 or 10 people, may find themselves with only 2-4 people available these
days. If you are able to attend in person right now, even once in a while, please consider offering
your time in one or more of these roles. (See the announcements to help with live-streaming and
office reception too!) Training and support are enthusiastically provided, and it's a great way to get
involved!

CONTINUE READING

Tech Team
Interested in learning about our YouTube streaming channel that provides live and on-demand
viewing of our Sunday services? The Technology Team has settled into a standardized setup for
streaming throughout the summer, and are now actively recruiting volunteers. Requirements
include familiarity with using a Windows 10 computer, a time commitment spanning one-half hour
before to one-half hour after service, shadowing a trainer for one Sunday, and remaining in the
front pew to control the YouTube stream, camera, and organ/congregation mic during the service.
These duties may slightly interfere with the volunteers' worship experience, but still allows for
complete participation. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Eric Boberg
at stewardship@stjohnsbangor.org.

LEADERSHIP

An Update From The Stewardship Chair
By: Eric Boberg

First, thank you for keeping up on your pledges! While we typically see a dip in pledge payments
over the summer and then a catch-up in the fall, this year we are on target. Second, our current
pledge commitments for the year have remained at $223,605, yet our goal was originally $250,000.
If you are able to help make up this years’ difference, then our church will be better positioned to
carry out the priorities set forth in the budget for the year. Please reach out if you can help. Finally,
as we enter into the fall stewardship season, start thinking about your personal stewardship
responsibilities and goals for this next year.

Eric Boberg
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Stewardship Chair
stewardship@stjohnsbangor.org

From The Treasurer
By: Robert Ford

St. John’s Episcopal for 2021 has an operating budget of about $360,000 for the full year, down
from about $420,000 in 2020. This operating budget pays for, in order of cost, the ministries
(mainly the rector’s salary and the music program), the administrative and communications
support, dues to the Diocese, outreach, and education. Our 2021 costs have been lower, primarily
because of smaller costs associated with the rector, and because of the pandemic, reduced outreach
and education expenses. On the revenue side, over time the church’s annual revenues have declined
about 20 percent, but as Eric mentions in his stewardship note we are receiving the (reduced)
amount of pledged donations we had budgeted for 2021 (and thank you!). The church also gets a
small portion of its total revenues from invested funds (endowments). In addition, the church has
also received big help from the federal government's covid relief payroll protection program...

CONTINUE READING

Junior Warden's Report
By: Don Lewis

The tower project is proceeding and the crew is trying to get as much done as possible before the
event on October 3. There was some damage on the lower part of the tower on the corners of the
buttresses. The crew will repair those as the staging comes down. This was not included in the
original project but will be less expensive to do now that the staging is there. The project is still
within original estimates...

CONTINUE READING

What would you like to see in the October newsletter? Let Rev. Liberty know
at transitionpriest@stjohnsbangor.org. What would you like to include? Send contributions
to Angelina at programassistant@stjohnsbangor.org by September 15. 

St. John's Episcopal Church
"To the Glory of God and for the Common Good, we make God's love known

now and for generations to come through worship and service to all..."
234 French Street

Bangor, Maine 04401
 www.stjohnsbangor.org
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