ADVENT / DECEMBER
NEWSLETTER
To the Glory of God and for the
Common Good, we make God’s love
known now and for generations to
come through worship and service to
all.
-- Mission Statement
adopted June 2010

Some email programs will show this message shortened;
please click on the link at the end to make sure you don't miss anything!

Thoughts From The Transition Priest
On November 28, we begin the season of Advent. This marks one year of our journey together,
recalling that Advent I in 2020 was the first Sunday we shared in our partnership as parish and
transition priest. We have already navigated together through many gifts and challenges, including
this ongoing pandemic.
As we look ahead to 2022, year #2 of our two-year commitment to one another, Advent invites us
to ask an important question, and offers us some things to consider in response. The question is,
“How do we get prepared for something new?”
Just as the penitential season of Lent is meant to turn us toward God and prepare us for Christ’s
death and resurrection, Advent was first observed in the Church as “a little Lent” to turn us toward
God in preparation for Christ’s birth. The practices to which Advent calls us do just that, things
like:
Candle-lighting (on the Advent wreath at church and at home);
Lament for the world’s pain and suffering, both in general and the particular ways in which
we encounter it, and being of service wherever we can (see “Big Red Truck” below);
Confession of our need for God’s forgiveness and salvation through Jesus Christ;
Trust in God’s promise and thus hope for Christ’s coming (his “advent”);
Singing praise to God, even and especially when things are uncertain (and singing together
in person as safely as possible! See “Musical Notes” below);
Sharing in the communion meal to sustain us through life’s ups and downs (see

“Communion at Home”); and
Listening to God’s Word, especially in “a voice in the wilderness” in this season.
As we are still in the “wilderness” of the pandemic—wilderness being an age-old metaphor for
chaos, uncertainty, and danger—there is still much uncertainty about what the coming weeks will
bring, let alone the coming year. With about 30 people worshiping in person each week at St.
John’s, we seem to be a long way from “normal,” especially with masks and other safety
precautions in place for the foreseeable future. It is quite possible, maybe even likely, that the “new
normal” will look much different from the “old normal.” Which brings us back to the Advent
question: “How do we get prepared for something new?”
Scripture tells us that God is always doing a new thing. Certainly, the Savior born at Christmas was
not the conquering Messiah that the people of Israel had been expecting. A Messiah born as a
vulnerable baby to a poor family, and who would eventually die on a cross—that was a new idea to
his people, one that not everyone was able to embrace. Advent and Christmas invite us to wonder,
what makes someone able to embrace the new thing God is doing with and for us, even if it’s
different from what we expected?
It’s a mysterious process, but I trust that the readings and practices of Advent work on each of us
over time. It takes more than four weeks to become prepared to welcome God’s surprising future.
But this season gives us the opportunity to practice being people of hope together, for the sake of a
world desperately in need of such hope. Thanks be to God!

DECEMBER AT A GLANCE
Most Thursdays from 6-7 pm (except Dec. 23 & 30), join Rev. Liberty and others to listen for
God's voice in the lectionary, a Bible study of upcoming Sunday readings. Zoom
See "Opportunities to Pray Together" for links to daily Morning and Evening Prayer and weekly
Prayer for Our Church.
Sunday, November 28, 10:00 am: Advent I Eucharist in person and on YouTube
Sunday, November 28, 11:30 am: All Parish Meeting in person or on Zoom
Sunday, December 5, 9:00-9:30 am: Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel
Sunday, December 5, 10:00 am: Advent II Eucharist in person and on YouTube
Sunday, December 5, 3:00-4:30 pm: Caroling, Cookies, & Caring
Saturday, December 11, 12:00pm: Second Saturday lunch
Sunday, December 12, 9:00-9:30 am: Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel
Sunday, December 12, 10:00 am: Advent III Eucharist in person and on YouTube
Sunday December 12, 5:00pm: Tea Time with Phoebe on Zoom
Tuesday, December 14, 7 am: Men's Breakfast meets at the Coach House restaurant in Brewer
Tuesday, December 14, 6:30 pm: Finance Committee Meeting

Sunday, December 19, 9:00-9:30 am: Choir Rehearsal in the Chapel
Sunday, December 19, 10:00 am: Advent IV Eucharist in person and on YouTube
Sunday, December 19, following the 10:00am service: The Greening of the Church
Sunday, December 19, 7 pm: Youth Group
Friday, December 24, 4:00 and 10:00 pm: Christmas Eve services (in person only)
Friday, December 24, 8:00 pm: Christmas Eve service available on YouTube
Friday, December 24 - Sunday, January 2: Church office closed
Sunday, December 26, 10:00 am: Christmas Eucharist in person and on YouTube
Tuesday, December 28, 9:00 am – 12:30 pm: Salvation Army lunch
Sunday, January 2, 10:00am: Eucharist in person and on YouTube
Tuesday, January 4: Office hours resume, Tuesday - Thursday 10:00am-noon and by appointment.
Sunday, January 9, 10:00am: Eucharist in person and on YouTube
For more information about these and other events, and other ways to get involved, check
out stjohnsbangor.org

WORSHIP
Some Musical Notes
As you all know, Sunday, November 28th is Advent I, and also the first Sunday since a brief time
last summer when we can sing again, in-person, in worship! Come and sing hymns on Sunday
mornings! (Masks, however, are still required.) Choir begins rehearsing on Sunday mornings at
9:00 to 9:30 in the Chapel on December 5th, 12th and 19th in preparation for Christmas Eve
services at 4 and 10pm. We still need a few more singers to reach the 13 or 14 that will fit in the
Chancel (while still allowing enough distance between singers). I encourage Choir members not
already participating and anyone else interested to join in rehearsing. And of course, I encourage
any and all to join in Sunday worship singing all together. It's been 20 months, let's do this!
Lastly, come ye one and all and join us Sunday, December 5th at 3:30pm to sing carols, enjoy the
camaraderie and good cheer, and have refreshments, all outside (weather permitting) in the
churchyard. A mixture of familiar well-known carols--should prove to be a lot of fun! It's time to
get on with getting on!
Respectfully and with much anticipation,
Josh Singer
Organist/ Music Director
St. John's Episcopal Church.

Christmas Eve Services

You are invited to worship in person on Christmas Eve, with services at 4 pm and 10 pm. (Thank
you to everyone who let us know about your plans Christmas Eve, so we could plan times to avoid
over-crowding.) It will be so wonderful to celebrate the birth of Christ, welcome some people back
to the church for the first time in many months, and hear the choir sing! It won't be quite "normal"
yet: Masks are still required at all times (regardless of vaccination status), along with other COVID
precautions still in place, and the service will be shorter than usual. The doors will open 15 minutes
before each service, when the musical prelude begins. The service will also be available on
YouTube by 8 pm on Christmas Eve.
Please note that St. John's will NOT have a Christmas Day service this year. Later in December,
we'll share some information about Christmas Day worship with other churches.

Communion at Home during Advent
We hope to see many people in this season and at Christmas who have not yet worshiped in person.
At the same time, we know that some people will continue to worship at home via YouTube. We
want to make sure that anyone who wants to receive communion during this season is able to!
Please let the clergy know through Vanessa at the church office if any of the following are true for
you:
1. “I have never been a Eucharistic Visitor before, but I’d love to learn by accompanying an
experienced visitor.”
2. “I have been a Eucharistic Visitor before the pandemic, and I’d love to visit one or more
people again in December.”
3. “I worship online, and I would like to pick up the Reserved Sacrament for home use, or
have it delivered.”
4. “I can’t get to church in person, but I would love to have communion brought to me by a
Eucharistic Visitor.”

Christmas Memorials
In honor of loved ones passed, please
consider sponsoring the greens to decorate
the church for Christmas. Contributions of
any amount are gratefully accepted and are
pooled to purchase the poinsettias and
wreaths. They may be mailed or placed in the
collection plate. Please make checks payable to
“St John’s Episcopal Church” and mark the
memo “Christmas Memorials”. Deadline for
submitting names is Sunday Dec. 12. Names
of those remembered will appear in the
Christmas Eve bulletin.

Tech Team
We were hoping to report that the AV Project would be progressing. Unfortunately, due to supply
issues with equipment that is in very high demand because of the pandemic, we will need to wait
for availability.
With the new streaming platform, you can not only expect a much higher quality sound from the
organ and congregation, but better video coverage. This will include the preacher being able to
return to the pulpit, as well as bringing closer views of all the worship leaders.
Until that time, however, we will continue to be flexible with the worship streaming platform as it
is now, and ask for your patience. Improvements are coming!

For our Christmas Eve service, we plan on temporarily augmenting our streaming capabilities,
through some borrowed equipment, to allow for better quality audio on YouTube.
Eric Boberg
Tech Team Leader

Opportunities to Pray Together
Morning Prayer:
Monday - Friday, 9:00 am on Zoom & Facebook.

Evening Prayer:
Monday - Friday, 5:30 pm live on Zoom.
Prayer for Our Church:
Wednesdays 8:00 - 8:15 pm on Zoom.

FORMATION
Book of Common Prayer: Past, Present & Future
Book of Common Prayer: Past, Present, and Future - Join us on December 12th, December 19th,
January 2nd, and January 9th from 1:00-2:00pm on Zoom. Mary-Frances Beesorchard will be
leading a 4 week class and discussion on the Book of Common Prayer. Topics include: history of
the BCP, the contents of the BCP, how we use the BCP in church and everyday life, and the future
of the BCP.

Children and Families Advent Letter
Dear friends,
This is the second draft, no-- actually the third-- of my Advent letter. I don't know what to say. I do
know how I feel (that draft is available, if you are curious)-- but, here we are, ready to begin again
the circle of the church year. The circle of celebration, and of loss; of preparation -- and
repetition. Of birth and death and rebirth. We are full circle on a full pandemic year that has left me
exhausted and often desolate, and I expect the same may be true of you. We've muddled through
this crazy year as best we could, and we are still trying to feel our way through a pandemic that just
won't quit in a crazy world that seems to grow more complicated each day.
I recently read an article-- I can't remember where, it popped up on my feed-- about the myth that
we shouldn't do things at all if we can't commit to doing them well.The article suggested, instead,
that there was a whole category of things that it was far better to do halfway than not at all-- for
example, brushing your teeth. Better to be thorough, of course, but better halfway than not at all.
Besides feeling that the author completely understood my approach to housekeeping-- I thought of
the many other parts of life to which this can apply. And how, sometimes, if you show up-circumstances change how much energy you have to do the task. The house really DOES look
better after you pick up just a little. So you only did half your run-- at least you got out. You were
too tired to do a planned activity with the kids-- so you cuddled on the couch and watched a movie.
Some things are way better done halfway, than not at all. And I was left feeling that way about
Advent, somehow. I'm exhausted most of the time. I don't have the energy for the way I would like
to prepare my heart in Advent, I really don't. Collectively, we don't have it together right now to do
what we usually do in the month of December-- the pageant, the Grinch, the quiet nights. But what

do we have?
We are not doing the usual. This year is not the usual. In fact, I don't know if we will ever have "the
usual" back again. As a church community, we travel that full circle together, through birth and
death and whatever comes after. I don't know what is coming after-- but here we are, now, in this
time and place. Let's gather with what we have and trust that, like the wine at Cana, like the
Swedish fish in Wigglers-- there will be enough. More than enough, even. With God and with one
another, we are enough. Our hearts heal in community and in service and by being present to one
another (whether that's in person, or not).
I am going to try to bring all the energy and love I can gather to our community, to our Advent
Afternoon on December 5th and to our Christmas Eve service-- and I hope you, too, can join with
us in some way (by showing up, by reaching out to talk, by joining in online). Whatever you have:
it will be enough. And it will be so much better than nothing at all.
Even so, Come Lord Jesus. Even so.
Anne-Marie

COMMUNITY
Caroling, Cookies, and Caring in the Churchyard
On Sunday, December 5, all ages are invited to come and join in singing your favorite Christmas
songs, enjoying cookies and hot chocolate (YUM!), and caring for the community. (The Big Red
Truck is back for Advent!) We'll gather in the churchyard at 3:00pm with carols beginning at 3:30
(with masks). Afterward we'll enjoy some treats and crafts in the chapel (doors wide open and
masks on). If the weather is too cold or snowy, we'll gather on the 12th. Be sure to watch our
Facebook page for last minute weather information.

Where's Phoebe
By: Deacon Ann

Where's Phoebe? To hear about her adventures,
and share your own stories, drop in (via Zoom)
to the next Tea Time on the Second Sunday at
5:00pm.
Never attended? No problem, Newcomers are
welcomed. Have questions? Check in with
Deacon Ann.
NEXT DATE: December 12 at 5:00 pm on
Zoom

Women's Book Group
The Women’s Book Group will next meet in January. Watch for the book title in future
announcements.

SERVICE
The Advent Return of the Big Red Truck
On December 5th, at the all parish Caroling,
Cookies and Caring event in the church yard,
the Big Red Truck and his new buddy, the Red
Jeep, will be parked in front of the church to
collect items for those in most need from 3:004:30pm. The Red Truck will be collecting food
and hooded sweatshirts & sweatpants
(especially needed: sizes 1X to 5 X) for the
Bangor Homeless Shelter. The Red Jeep will be
collecting towels, facecloths, and twin
sheets/blankets & standard pillow cases for the
Hope House (items especially needed due to the
closure of Ramada Inn for the homeless). Your
donations will benefit many!

Christmas Baskets
St. John’s has a special Christmas project. We provide supplies for a Christmas turkey
dinner and toys to needy families that are serviced by Penquis Cap. The project is
funded entirely by donations from St. John’s parishioners. In the past we have asked
parishioners to help by donating money or buying gifts, however, this year we are
doing things a little differently so that everyone can stay safe. We are asking for
donations to help pay for the food and the gifts.
This year, we would like to help about 12 families with a total of 25 children. It
costs about $100 for each basket of food. If we help 12 families the food will cost
$1200 in all. We also need $25 per child to buy a gift for each child in these families. If
we have a total of 25 children it will cost $625 for all the toys.
If you would like to make a donation toward the food and gifts you can send in a
check. Please put the Christmas Basket Project in the memo line. This year more than
ever many people need help at Christmas. Thank you for making a difference to these
families. For further information contact Cassy Palmer.

Weekly Donations to BAHS
Donating food and hygiene products to the Bangor Area Homeless Shelter:
With church services being held in the building, we have returned to collecting food donations in
the baskets in the back of the church each week. If you’d like to make a food donation but are not
yet attending in-person services, donations can be brought to the office Tuesdays-Friday between
10 am and noon. Donations collected will be donated to the Bangor Homeless Shelter. Thank you
in advance for your continued support of those less fortunate in our community.

Salvation Army
St. Johns has made a commitment to cook a meal at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen for
approximately 40 years on the fourth Tuesday of each month. Due to COVID people are not
allowed to sit inside in the dining room. Our crew cooks American chop suey for 100+. It is
assembled with buttered bread, granola bar, and fruit in take-out containers and served at a take-out
window. We will be practicing social distancing and masks are required, so please bring one. We
look forward to seeing you on the 4th Tuesday between 9 am and 12:30 pm at the Salvation Army
at 65 S Park Street in Brewer. New volunteers are always welcome.

Second Saturday
FREE meal offered monthly from noon – 1:30 pm for any in need of food and fellowship.
Volunteers are always welcome and needed. Please contact Ann-Marie or call the church office if
you would like to volunteer. We schedule volunteers to allow for social distancing; we mask when
we are inside or serving. Second Saturday serves a monthly, hearty lunch and dessert. We have
been serving meals to go and offering outdoor seating; our plans for this month will be guided by
the COVID committee when we get closer to the date. Please contact us if you have any questions.

LEADERSHIP
St. John's is bidding a fond farewell to long time Program
Assistant Angelina Meucci after more than decade of
service. You may not have seen her often, but over the
past ten years Angelina worked behind the scenes making
our posters, banners, newsletters, weekly emails; managed
our website, created the Annual Reports, assisted with
mailings, and took care of so much more. Angelina was a
cheerful presence in the office, and all who worked with
her will miss her. Angelina is keeping busy these days
running her family's business, Family Fun Bowling
Center, in Bangor. You can greet her there, or send any
messages of thanks and farewell to the church office, and
we'll be glad to pass them on. We are also grateful that
Vanessa has agreed to take on this work of
Communications along with her other responsibilities in
the church office.

Stewardship Update
Thank you to all of you who have already sent in your stewardship participation and pledge cards.
If you haven't done so yet, I encourage you to do so. As of the writing of this update, we are a third
of the way towards our pledge goal of $225,000. If you will be delayed in your pledge
commitment, please let me, Eric Boberg, Stewardship Chair, know.

Look for the January newsletter in early January. If you have anything to include, please
send it to office@stjohnsbangor.org or transitionpriest@stjohnsbangor.org by January 3.

St. John's Episcopal Church
"To the Glory of God and for the Common Good, we make God's love known
now and for generations to come through worship and service to all..."
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