JANUARY NEWSLETTER
To the Glory of God and for the
Common Good, we make God’s love
known now and for generations to
come through worship and service to
all.
-- Mission Statement
adopted June 2010
Some email programs will show this message shortened;
please click on the link at the end to make sure you don't miss anything!

Temporary Pause of In-Person Worship:
Online Worship Only for January
On January 5, the Maine Council of Churches executive director recommended that
churches temporarily pause gathering in person during the current COVID surge. (You
can read about the recommendation here.) At St. John's, this kicked off some excellent
conversations with diverse viewpoints over email and Zoom, taking into account
guidance from the Diocese of Maine and Maine CDC. The bottom line is that the St.
John's COVID team and vestry executive team, together with church staff, decided to
return temporarily to worshiping only online for the remainder of the month, when we
will re-evaluate. (The COVID team is preparing a letter for next week about the
factors in their recommendation to pause in-person worship.) We will miss worshiping
in person, but we anticipate it to be a short time, and we hope to see you on Zoom this
month! Zoom link for Sunday worship below and on our website.

Thoughts From The Transition Priest
Epiphany has always seemed like a very appropriate celebration so early in a new year, and perhaps
never more so than this year. On January 6, we hear the story of the wise men ("magi") following
the brightly shining star to the child Jesus. God is present in the world through Christ, for the sake
of all peoples. Such good news!
We always need that good news as we face the unknowns of a new year, and especially as we face
a new stage of the pandemic this month. As I write this, the Maine Council of Churches has just
recommended that churches pause in-person worship during this winter COVID surge. The St.
John's COVID team, vestry, and church staff have been considering the best thing to do next in
these uncertain days. The underlying question remains the same: How do we best love our
neighbors, both within the church and in the wider community?
Click Here to Read More

January at a Glance

Most Thursdays from 6-7 pm, join Rev. Liberty and others to listen for God's voice in the
lectionary, a Bible study of upcoming Sunday readings. Zoom
See "Opportunities to Pray Together" for links to daily Morning and Evening Prayer and weekly
Prayer for Our Church.
Saturday, January 8, 12:00pm: Second Saturday lunch
Sunday, January 9, 10:00 am: Morning Prayer on YouTube and Zoom
Sunday, January 9, 1:00 pm: Book of Common Prayer; Past, Present and Future on Zoom
Sunday, January 9, 5:00pm: Tea Time with Phoebe on Zoom
Tuesday, January 11, 7 am: Men's Breakfast meets at the Coach House restaurant in Brewer
Tuesday, January 11, 6:30 pm: Finance Committee Meeting
Sunday, January 16, 10:00 am: Eucharist on YouTube and Zoom
Sunday, January 16, 1:00 pm: Book of Common Prayer; Past, Present and Future on Zoom
Sunday, January 16, 7 pm: Youth Group
Tuesday, January 18, 2:00pm: Women's Book Group on Zoom.
Sunday, January 23, 10:00 am: Eucharist on YouTube and Zoom
Sunday, January 23, 1:00 pm: Book of Common Prayer; Past, Present and Future on Zoom
Tuesday, January 25, 9:00 am – 12:30 pm: Salvation Army lunch
Sunday, January 30, 10:00am: Eucharist on YouTube and Zoom
Sunday, January 30: 11:00am: Annual Meeting, on Zoom.
For more information about these and other events, and other ways to get involved, check
out stjohnsbangor.org

WORSHIP
Some Musical Notes
by Josh Singer, Organist & Choirmaster
Hello everyone, wishing you all a safe, healthy
and happy new year! Christmas Eve was a
wonderful musical glimpse of the beauty we
have missed not having choir singing live
during this COVID era. All the choristers were
up to task in Advent Sunday rehearsals
preparing the sublime Anthem, "Candlelight
Carol" by John Rutter. Psalm 98 was sung in

full glory "a cappella" as is the tradition here at
St. John's. I also want to give a great thank you
to Sophia Steadman for her lovely viola
rendition of "O' Holy Night" which added to the
beauty of the evening.
Unfortunately, choir participation is still murky
in this current COVID fog, and we'll all have to
play it by ear regarding the choral near
future. However, with patience, due diligence,
resilience, faith (and good scientific guidance),
we hope the next few weeks will bring fairer
skies.

Tech Team
by Eric Boberg, Tech Team Leader
We have received all the equipment for our new streaming platform, and will be working over the
month of January to get it set up, tested, and working. Along with the equipment, we have been
running more wires for audio and network to make everything work the way it has initially been
designed. If you are interested in learning more, please let me know, and I'll be happy to put you on
the list of people that we will reach out to when things get set up.

An experiment: Prayer group for "Autopsy of a
Deceased Church"
by Anne-Marie Miller, Family Faith Formation Leader
This fall, Eric Boberg and I undertook an experiment - a 10-week prayer group. We gathered for 15
minutes each Wednesday evening to pray for our church in transition. Each week we included a
specific intention which was published in the bulletin and the newsletter.
The part we didn't publicize was that all of these intentions were drawn from a short book by Thom
Rainer, Autopsy of a Deceased Church: 12 Ways To Keep Yours Alive .
Click Here to Read More

Opportunities to Pray Together
Morning Prayer:
Monday - Friday, 9:00 am on Zoom & Facebook.

Evening Prayer:
Monday - Friday, 5:30 pm live on Zoom.

FORMATION
Adult Education & Formation
by Patricia Sprague, Adult Formation Leader
Change. It seems as if we’re hearing that word everywhere. And not just hearing it but feeling it. In
unstable times it’s more important than ever to find solid ground on which to stand. As Christians
our faith has been and will continue to be the ground of our being. It is where we find the hope that
is essential to our lives. And it is there that we find the strength to turn and follow our Lord and
Savior. Change does not mean that the Rock on which we live and move and have our being is
going to crumble. Far from it.
But … there are many voices clamoring for attention, asking – or demanding – not only our
attention but our allegiance. It is vital that we as Christians, and specifically as Christians within the
Anglican tradition, take the time and make the effort to clarify what we believe and why we believe
it.
With all this in mind, over the next few months the beloved community of St John’s will be
entering a time of conversation and exploration and preparation necessary for (re)dedicating our
individual and corporate lives to identifying and fulfilling God’s purposes for us his children. It is
only a beginning, a first step, in what will be an ongoing journey.
We have already started on this journey. In the fall we read the Gospel of John, and then had the
opportunity to come to a deeper knowledge of our Book of Common Prayer. Here is some of what
will be coming up in Epiphany, Lent, and Eastertide:
The Divine Conspiracy, by Dallas Willard. This book will be a great conversation starter about the
true meaning of discipleship. In clear language, Willard goes to the heart of what it means for us as
individuals and as members of a faith community to take on the mind of Christ. It is sure to make
us think and feel in new ways. Beginning in February during the Season After Epiphany.
The Way of Love : beginning in Lent. Through following one of the curriculums developed by the
Episcopal Church, we will explore questions such as: Who is My Neighbor? What are we (what am
I) called to do beyond worship? What are the best practices of Christian faith for me, for my
community? How can we understand the increasing number of Nones (no religious affiliation) and
the Spiritual-but-Not-Religious? This program is intended to be a true community experience, and
so all members of St John’s will be encouraged to participate. Details will be available soon.
The Discernment of Spirits: An Ignatian Guide to Everyday Living, by Fr. Timothy Gallagher SJ.
St Ignatius of Loyola remains as one of the greatest spiritual guides of all time. Through his own
experience in discerning what drew him closer to God and what worked against that, and from
helping many others come to a similar understanding, Ignatius developed these 14 Rules. Don’t be
put off by his use of the word “Rules.” If you’ve never studied the teachings of Ignatius before, you
will be amazed at how useful these guidelines will be in your own individual and communal life.
Beginning in Eastertide.
Also in Eastertide: we’ll be studying the ways and whys of our liturgy, the importance and meaning
of various aspects of church architecture, and other parts of general Christian worship, including
specifically Anglican approaches. This course will include an exploration of the history of St
John’s.
Look for more information for these and other offerings in This Week at St John’s and in the

weekly service bulletins.

Nothing left to lose, friends.
(This month's rambling words and prayers from
Family Faith Formation)
by Anne-Marie Miller, Family Faith Formation Leader
Hope is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul,
And sings the tune without the words,
And never stops at all... Emily Dickinson
It's the edge of the new year. We are almost two years into pandemic life, and yet things remain a
struggle. Pandemic life is accelerating change in churches. For a few it's been positive change, but
for most, it has been the kind of change that leads to doors closing.
We are near the beginning of the circle of the church year. We have prayed for Christ to come, and
we have celebrated his birth and time among us. We celebrate his growth and his ministry as we
move ever closer to preparing our hearts to mourn, and then to celebrate the amazement of his new
life.
A common thread in all these seasons of the church year is hope. Hope for Christ to come, and then
hope for his ministry on earth. Hope for him to endure the unendurable. Hope that despite all that
we understand, God could make him alive again. Hope that Jesus comes again to us on earth-- and
hope that the Spirit brings us her strength and courage, so we can share the story of Jesus, and live
God's love together: so that we can be a part of the great work of healing and making whole this
broken world.
Hope binds all the times and all the places together, and in it is in hope that I write to you now,
because hope lives on, changing itself all the time, even when things seem really bad.
What are your hopes right now for our church? What are your hopes for our children and families,
long celebrated to be the future of our church?
In my years in this program-- my hopes have changed.
Click Here to Read More

COMMUNITY
Where's Phoebe
Where's Phoebe? To hear about her adventures,
and share your own stories, drop in (via Zoom)
to the next Tea Time on the Second Sunday at
5:00pm.
Never attended? No problem, Newcomers are
welcomed. Have questions? Check in with
Deacon Ann.
NEXT DATE: January 9th at 5:00 pm on
Zoom

Women's Book Group
The next meeting of the Women’s Book group will be on January 18, 2 p.m. on Zoom. The book is
The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish. It has been hailed as the winner of the National Jewish Book
Award and also became a bestseller in the USA Today list. The Weight of Ink is a jigsaw puzzle of a
novel for readers. The setting is London during the 1660s and the early twenty-first century. The
lives of two women of remarkable intellect are interwoven in this remarkable tale. New members
are always welcome. Please contact Marisue Pickering or Jane Zenk for more information.

SERVICE
Weekly Donations to BAHS
Donating food and hygiene products to the Bangor Area Homeless Shelter:
With church services being held in the building, we have returned to collecting food donations in
the baskets in the back of the church each week. If you’d like to make a food donation but are not
yet attending in-person services, donations can be brought to the office Tuesdays-Friday between
10 am and noon. Donations collected will be donated to the Bangor Homeless Shelter. Thank you
in advance for your continued support of those less fortunate in our community.

Salvation Army
St. Johns has made a commitment to cook a meal at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen for
approximately 40 years on the fourth Tuesday of each month. Due to COVID people are not
allowed to sit inside in the dining room. Our crew cooks American chop suey for 100+. It is
assembled with buttered bread, granola bar, and fruit in take-out containers and served at a take-out
window. We will be practicing social distancing and masks are required, so please bring one. We
look forward to seeing you on the 4th Tuesday between 9 am and 12:30 pm at the Salvation Army
at 65 S Park Street in Brewer. New volunteers are always welcome.

Second Saturday
FREE meal offered monthly from noon – 1:30 pm for any in need of food and fellowship.
Volunteers are always welcome and needed. Please contact Anne-Marie or call the church office if

you would like to volunteer. We schedule volunteers to allow for social distancing; we mask when
we are inside or serving. Second Saturday serves a monthly, hearty lunch and dessert. We have
been serving meals to go and offering outdoor seating; our plans for each month are guided by the
COVID team. Please contact the leaders if you have any questions.

LEADERSHIP
Proposed Bylaw Amendments for St. John's
Episcopal Church
The Vestry unanimously recommends to Annual Meeting the following amendments for approval
by the Members of the Parish at the 2022 Annual Meeting on January 30, 2022:
That Article 2 be amended to provide that the Vestry be comprised of the “Rector, Senior Warden,
Junior Warden, Treasurer, and seven (rather than 9) other members." We do so to align the size of
the Vestry with the current size of our Parish.
That Article 5 be amended to provide that the Clerk be appointed by the Vestry rather than elected
Annual Meeting. That Article 6 be amended to provide that Vestry has the power to appoint a Clerk
and a Deputy Clerk among its members. We do so because the duties of the Clerk need to be
shared between a Clerk and a Deputy Clerk as the last several Clerks have found that it would be
helpful to share the duties of Clerk between 2 members of the Vestry.
The slate of nominations from the Vestry align with and implement these Bylaw Amendments so
the Vestry is pleased to recommend adoption of the Amendments and the candidate officers and
members for approval at the 2022 Annual Meeting. Nominations from the floor are encouraged but
members of the Parish are encouraged to submit those to Administrator Vanessa Young, Transition
Priest Rebecca Liberty or Senior Warden Andrew Hamilton by Friday, January 21, 2022.

Vestry & Delegate Nominations
Time to Nominate! The Annual Meeting will be January 30th, 2022. We will be electing Vestry
members, officers and delegates to Convention. Forms describing Vestry service are found
here. To nominate, please speak to a current Vestry Member or the Transition Priest. Four
Convention delegates elected in January will serve on October 22nd (location to be announced).

Stewardship Update
Thank you to all of you who have already sent in your stewardship participation and pledge cards.
If you haven't done so yet, I encourage you to do so. As of the writing of this update, we are 79% of
the way towards our pledge goal of $225,000. If you will be delayed in your pledge commitment,
please let me, Eric Boberg, Stewardship Chair, know.

Look for the February newsletter in late January. If you have anything to include, please send
it to office@stjohnsbangor.org or transitionpriest@stjohnsbangor.org by January 23rd.

St. John's Episcopal Church
"To the Glory of God and for the Common Good, we make God's love known
now and for generations to come through worship and service to all..."
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Bangor, Maine 04401
www.stjohnsbangor.org



