May 2022 Update
To the Glory of God and for the
Common Good, we make God’s love
known now and for generations to
come through worship and service to
all.
-- Mission Statement
adopted June 2010
Some email programs will show this message shortened;
please click on the link at the end to make sure you don't miss anything!

Letter to the St John’s Episcopal Church Community from Your Vestry
April 28, 2022
As your Vestry leadership, during this time of transition, we strive to be a visible, hopeful
presence for all parishioners and larger faith community. We first wish to notify you that The
Rev. Rebecca Liberty will be concluding her role as Transition Priest at the end of November 2022.
She has been a wonderful interim faith leader and her two year engagement will end at that time. (A
portion of her letter to the vestry is below.)
Looking forward, there will be a search committee established this Fall. We will be working with
the Bishop, and the Diocese of Maine, both in the search process, as well as to find the best way to
provide a priest between The Rev. Liberty’s departure, and the start of our new priest.
We are hopeful in this time of change. We ask that you pray and reflect on what God is calling our
Church to do next, both in terms of our leadership, and our mission. Consider how each parishioner
may be called to contribute to this process. We will have opportunities for everyone to have input
on the conversation, and hear what the congregation has to say.
Sincerely,
The St. John’s Vestry:
Jeff Perry, Senior Warden, 944-6413, srwarden@stjohnsbangor.org
Jim Blanchette, Junior Warden, jrwarden@stjohnsbangor.org
Robert Ford, Treasurer, treasurer@stjohnsbangor.org
Eric Boberg, Clerk, 356-0291, clerk@stjohnsbangor.org
David Souweine, Deputy Clerk, sdavid@gmail.com
Mary-Frances Beesorchard, 889-1384, maryfrances.beesorchard@gmail.com

Marsha Connors, mconnors@camdennational.com
Ross Moczo-Sterling, rmoczo@gmail.com
Patricia Sprague, patricia.sprague03@gmail.com
Phil Ulrich, philh_04401@yahoo.com

From the Transition Priest
Dear Vestry members (and now parish members too),
When we began our partnership in December 2020, we were eight months into a pandemic we’d
been hoping would be over by Christmas. At church, we were entirely remote for worship,
administration, everything. At home, our family had barely started coming to terms with the loss
we’d experienced just days before the pandemic hit: the death of my father-in-law.
Given all this, when I talked with the discernment committee in November 2020, it was clear that
our ministry partnership would need to evolve as the pandemic evolved, and as church and family
needs evolved too. (I had proposed a one-year term. A committee member wisely noted that it
would be hard to make headway on transition work during the most challenging phases of the
pandemic--which has been true!--so we agreed on two years.)
I am grateful to be on this adventure with you for these 17 months and counting--I have learned
much from you and our journey together. I greatly appreciate the partnership and mutually
supportive relationships we have developed. At the same time, like many of my clergy colleagues
near and far, I have found "pastoring in a pandemic" to be one of the most exhausting times I have
experienced in 20 years of ordained ministry. While the pandemic is finally easing up a bit, I find
that both church and family needs are increasing as that happens. It has become clear that this is
unsustainable for a longer term, and I will need to conclude my role as your transition priest after
November 2022.
This is NOT an early "goodbye," by any means! We have seven more months together in which I
intend to be fully present with you (well, 3/4-time present :-) ). And "leaving" might not even be
quite the right word, since I will continue to be in ministry in Bangor and thus, still in partnership
for God's mission in our community. But certainly our relationship will change, when I am no
longer your transition priest. For right now, I just hope that having a better sense of my timeline at
St. John's can help inform your most faithful way forward from here.
In Christ,
Rev. Rebecca Liberty

Come see how our new audio/visual equipment works
On Thursday, May 5, at 6pm, come to church and get a first hand look at our newly acquired
streaming equipment, with plenty of time for your questions. If you are curious about why we
chose the equipment we did, what it is currently able to do, what future expansions might look like,
this meeting is for you!

Adult Formation
There are several adult formation opportunities beginning over the next few weeks:
Praying the Gospels: Ignatian Contemplation. Each week, immediately following the conclusion
of the Sunday service, a group of your fellow parishioners will be gathering in the chapel to pray
that week’s Gospel passage using a spiritual discipline developed by St Ignatius of Loyola five
centuries ago as part of his Spiritual Exercises. In this type of contemplation, we place ourselves
within the Gospel stories, thereby allowing the events of Jesus’ life to be present to us right now. It
is a very active way of praying that engages the mind and heart and stirs up thoughts and
emotions. It is a form of prayer that is at once powerful and easy. Each session should last
approximately 30 minutes. Our first Sunday will be May 15th. For more information, talk to Pat
Sprague or email formation@stjohnsbangor.org.

Education for Ministry (EfM): An On-line Opportunity
The following is a letter from parishioner Susan Johnson, who is completing the third year
of EfM’s four-year program. Susan completed the first two years here at St John’s, but, as
she explains below, is completing the program online. There is room in her group and
enrollment time is approaching!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dear Parish Family,
I have been part of an Education for Ministry (EfM) online community since September
2021, and I am inviting you to join me.
As you may know, Saint John’s has had an EfM group since 2008, and has graduated 18
parishioners from its four-year program. Due to the retirement of our mentor, Pat Sprague,
it has been on hiatus since the fall of 2020.
I missed our EfM meetings – the education I was getting about my faith, the spiritual
growth, and the deeper friendships I made in the group. With Pat’s help, I was able to find
an online EfM group through University of the South in Sewanee, TN. We meet on Zoom,
Monday nights from September to May, 6:45 to approximately 9:00 p.m. It is an enriching
evening and I have become friends with my other classmates, who currently are from four
states.
EfM is a four-year program. At the beginning of each year new people enter the group,
and at the end of the year others graduate. I am currently in my third year, and will be
graduating in the spring of 2023. Because of how an EfM groups works, with people
entering and leaving, next fall there will be room in my group for you. If you have ever
thought of joining EfM, this could be your opportunity. The group will always meet
online, which means you never have to go to the parish office on a snowy night.
Although I would love to share this experience with my fellow parishioners, there are many
similar opportunities available. Check out the program description at EfM Online Program
Overview | EfM (sewanee.edu). For a sampling of online groups for 2021-22, with their
days and times, go to EfM Online Mentors/Groups | EfM (sewanee.edu). A new listing for
the coming year will be posted later this year.
The two years I spent in person with the EfM group at St John’s were wonderful. I learned
about my faith and I grew spiritually, but I was also enriched by sharing in the faith
journeys of others. I am finding the same experience with my online community. I believe
that it would be the same for you.
I would be happy to talk with you any time about my experience in my online EfM group.
Yours in Christ,
Susan Johnson
207-631-8218 or sujo@roadrunner.com

May at a Glance
Choir rehearses Wednesdays at 6:00pm. Contact Josh Singer for more information.
See "Opportunities to Pray Together" for links to daily Morning and Evening Prayer and weekly
Prayer for Our Church.
Sunday, May 1st, 10:00am: Holy Eucharist with The Rt. Rev Thomas Brown, Bishop of Maine,
preaching and presiding, including a service of dedication, followed by a neighborhood block party
until 2:00pm, see flier below
Thursday, May 5th, 6:00pm: Come see how our new audio/visual equipment works.
Friday, May 6th, 10:00am: The funeral of Elizabeth "Betty" Cain

Saturday, May 7th, 4:00pm: Regional Confirmations at St. Mark's Episcopal Church in
Waterville
Sunday, May 8th, 10:00am: Eucharist with choir, in-person and on
YouTube. During the service and with a celebration immediately

following it, we will be saying thank you and farewell to The Rev.
Ann McAlhany, Deacon, and Lorraine Schinck.
Sunday, May 8th, 5:00pm: Tea Time with Phoebe on Zoom
Tuesday, May 10th, 7:00am: Men's Breakfast at the Coach House Restaurant in Brewer
Friday, May 13th, 1:00pm: Memorial service for Charles "Chick" Rauch
Saturday, May 14th, 12:00pm: Second Saturday lunch in the Undercroft
Sunday, May 15th, 10:00 am: Eucharist with choir, in-person and on YouTube
Sunday, May 15th, 11:15am: Praying the Gospels: Ignatian Contemplation in the chapel
Sunday, May 22nd, 10:00 am: Eucharist with choir, in-person and on YouTube
Sunday, May 22nd, 11:15am: Praying the Gospels: Ignatian Contemplation in the chapel
Tuesday, May 24th, 9:00 am–12:30pm: Salvation Army lunch
Tuesday, May 24th, 2:00pm: Women's Book Group on Zoom, email for the link
Tuesday, May 24th, 6:30pm: Vestry Meeting
Sunday, May 29nd, 10:00 am: Eucharist with choir, in-person and on YouTube
Sunday, May 29th, 11:15am: Praying the Gospels: Ignatian Contemplation in the chapel

Opportunities to Pray Together
Morning Prayer:
Monday - Friday, 9:00 am on Zoom & Facebook.
Evening Prayer:
Monday - Friday, 5:30 pm live on Zoom.

Look for the May / June newsletter the week of May 15th. If you have anything to include, please
send it to office@stjohnsbangor.org or transitionpriest@stjohnsbangor.org by May 10th.
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