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To the Glory of God and for the
Common Good, we make God’s love
known now and for generations to
come through worship and service to
all.

-- Mission Statement
adopted June 2010
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Thoughts from the Transition Priest

This will be the final newsletter (though not the final communication!) before St. John's and I
complete our two years of partnership at the end of November. I can already feel the pressure to say
all the things that should be said in these last few months. But of course, many things will remain
unsaid and unfinished even after November 30. The life of faith, and the life of a parish, is more
like a journey than a destination!
 
So instead of trying to say All The Things here, I'll just offer what I'm reflecting on these days, as
the season turns more fully into autumn: harvest time and the fall of leaves. This paradox of
receiving and letting go has always struck me as a powerful symbol for the movements of our lives.
We are always called to receive gratefully the good that has grown, and at the same time to let go of
whatever won't be carried with us into the next season. What we are called to let go of, like the
leaves of a tree, may have been so beautiful and life-giving. And yet, leaves are still let go, in
preparation for the next season.
 
Gratefully receiving the good, and letting go of what will not be carried forward, is a helpful way to
understand these next two months. Our celebrations in worship on October 2 and November 6 will
be opportunities to give thanks for the past, present, and future ministry of this parish. (I hope that
Homecoming Sunday on November 6, in addition to celebrating All Saints Day and baptisms, will
also be a chance to see some folks we haven't seen for a while. Who might be awaiting your
invitation to come that day?) And on November 20, my last Sunday as your transition priest, we



will emphasize the thanks-giving (which is what Eucharist means) that is the heart of worship. 

I'm also grateful that after navigating the ups and downs of pandemic for two years, we have now
returned to most pre-pandemic practices: The common cup of wine and the communion rail for
Eucharist; coffee hour after worship (reimagined as Community Time); and an Evensong service
on the afternoon of October 23. Alas, with the pandemic's acceleration of trends that had already
begun, St. John's does not have enough leaders or enough young people to restart formation
programs with children and youth this year.
 
We can also be grateful for the weekly musical leadership by the choir, with organist and
choirmaster Josh Singer. We'll have the chance to be grateful together on Sunday October 2, when
we commission more than two dozen lay people in ministries of worship. After the multiple
disruptions of the past few years, and so much loss from the broader social changes affecting
church participation, here you are, helping the community continue praying and worshiping
together, sustaining our ministry in the world. Thanks be to God!
 
The big "letting go" will be the move out of the parish house at 234 French. The decision to let go
of that building, and the vision of church that it anticipated and symbolized, does not depend on the
actual sale of the building, which has not yet happened. My hope is that by completing the move of
offices into the church at 225 French, you will free up energy for ministry and mission--energy that
has been poured into the effort to take care of and "figure out" that building. That freedom can
benefit your next chapter as a parish, however that chapter will unfold.
 
I pray that in these last two months together, we can celebrate our experiences of God's grace
together, our freedom in Christ, and hope for the adventures ahead: the ministries and missions to
which we will each be called.
 
In Christ, 

October / November at a
Glance

Sundays, 10:00 am,  Worship followed by Community Time with refreshments.
Thursdays, 6:00 pm, choir rehearsal. Contact Josh Singer if you are interested in joining.
Starting October 9, Sundays at 1:00 pm,  A Journey Through Acts: 50-Day Bible
Challenge meets on Zoom. 

Saturday, October 1, starting at 9 am (lunch provided if it goes into the
afternoon!): Volunteers needed for the first step in moving the church offices from 234 to 225
French St.: Cleaning out the Crane Room and Nursery and moving partitions (lower level of the
church building). Talk to Jim Blanchette, our Junior Warden, or  the Rev. Liberty  if you can help.

Sunday, October 2nd, 10:00 am:  Worship celebrating the 187th anniversary of St. John's and the
feast of St. Francis of Assisi, which concludes the Season of Creation. Worship includes the
commissioning of lay ministers and is followed by Community Time. 

Sunday, October 2, 11:15 am: During Community Time in the Undercroft, vestry members will
give an update on the move out of 234 French (which will happen this fall even though the building
has not yet been sold). This move is an "all hands on deck" opportunity for the parish, when much
help will be needed with sorting and organizing (as well as moving) in order to complete the move
before Advent and Christmas. Please come and find out more about where you can lend a hand. 

Sunday, October 2nd, 1:00pm:  Pet Blessing in the churchyard (weather permitting). If your pet
does not enjoy social situations, consider bringing your pet's photo for a blessing. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82636905555?pwd=d0k0Mmt2dFYxVmZEUWpRbElub2hJQT09
mailto:jrwarden@stjohnsbangor.org
mailto:transitionpriest@stjohnsbangor.org


Saturday, October 8th, 9:00am - noon:   The Red Truck will be parked in front of the church for
easy drop off of donations for the Bangor Homeless Shelter.

Saturday, October 8th, 12:00pm:  Second Saturday lunch in the Undercroft. Contact Anne-Marie
for more information.

Sunday, October 9th, 5:00pm:  The Tea Time group meets on Zoom. Never attended? no problem,
newcomers are always welcomed.

Tuesday, October 11th, 7:00am: The Men's Breakfast group joins for food and fellowship at the
Coach House Restaurant in Brewer.

Tuesday, October 18th, 2:00pm: Women's Book Group meets. For more information or for the
Zoom link please contact Jane Z or Marisue P.

Saturday, October 22nd, 9:00am: Diocesan Convention

Sunday, October 23rd, 4:00pm:  Evensong

Tuesday, October 25th, 9:00am - 12:30pm: Salvation Army Lunch , contact Jim for more
information.

Tuesday, October 25th, 6:30pm: Vestry Meeting

Sunday, November 6th, 10:00 am: Homecoming Sunday and All Saints Day worship with
baptisms. 

Tuesday, November 8th: Election Day

Tuesday, November 8th, 7:00am: The Men's Breakfast group joins for food and fellowship at the
Coach House Restaurant in Brewer.

Friday, November 11th, 4:00pm:  Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Harlem
Renaissance

Saturday, November 12th, 12:00pm:  Second Saturday lunch in the Undercroft. Contact Anne-
Marie for more information.

Sunday, November 13th, 5:00pm:  The Tea Time group meets on Zoom. Never attended? no
problem, newcomers are always welcomed.

Tuesday, November 15th, 2:00pm: Women's Book Group meets. For more information or for the
Zoom link please contact Jane Z or Marisue P.

Sunday, November 20th, 10:00 am:  Rev. Liberty's final Sunday as Transition Priest. 

Tuesday, November 22nd, 6:30pm: Vestry meeting

Thursday, November 24th: Happy Thanksgiving

Opportunities to Pray Together

Morning Prayer:
Monday - Friday, 9:00 am on Zoom & Facebook.

Evening Prayer:
Monday - Friday, 5:30 pm live on Zoom.

https://stjohnsbangor.org/caring/outreach-ministries/
mailto:secondsaturday@stjohnsbangor.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84006054306?pwd=ZmJHVXI4WGJLZ1FuYnB1WWkreUNadz09
mailto:womensbookgroup@stjohnsbangor.org
https://www.youtube.com/episcopalmaine
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mailto:jrwarden@stjohnsbangor.org
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nY3urajd1pqisXKvFj0Vxu2_nLWY4sjz3zE01BykniuHmVNI6Duz534vYUGBviaYqKGlCFBgbJIyPzTA-7cbDVha01Lc5NrsyEXXdIQd1aTTBPfrRKe2q4EQuEx4sStGDRaZOkbphG8tCu6b6r7hu1UGt_ZLEXD9uAEs1A8FMR6NAAJw3yvvX4odgB_IlGFgb29THHVPAGIhoG2-RBB2wPQnQ-gFLMSj&c=CzupEPHsk9hsJ4m6WcllFXnmT-tIv2X-59MpOQUR5R39iOL495iGwg==&ch=RoBaWTTjicWP_OZ8LDetFRZX84L_70rODq9gEvm6LQIb37IunMTl5A==
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LEADERSHIP

Vestry Update
by Eric Boberg, Clerk, and Rev. Liberty

Please join Vestry members in the Undercroft after worship on October 2 , when we will share
the plan and enlist parishioners' help for moving of church offices from 234 to 225 French Street.
With so many things to focus on this fall, Vestry needs many people to help with the sorting,
organizing, and moving. (Speaking of "many things," we would also be happy to address questions
about the rector search process, budgeting and stewardship, or other topics at this meeting.)
 
While the building at 234 French St has not yet been sold,  it is best for the church to make the
move now so that it can be completed before winter, freeing up the parish and leaders to focus on
other things in the new church year. The first stage of the move has just started: Cleaning out the
Crane Room and Nursery to serve as the rector's office and administrative offices. (Nursery
necessities will be made accessible in the Chapel, to serve as a temporary nursery when needed.)
Once day-to-day operations are set up at 225 by mid-October, we'll turn to the sorting and
organizing of items for storage on- and off-site, and finally, the full cleanout of 234 by the end of
November.
 
It's important to note that the configuration of space at 225 is *temporary* at least through this
school year, as long as John Bapst is still using the Undercroft to prepare and serve meals to their
residential students. Planning for the permanent configuration (along with potential renovations)
will include more consultation with parishioners and possibly an architect. A year or more of
experience in having offices there will only benefit that process. 
 
October is typically "stewardship month" when we invite parishioners to make a pledge for their
financial offerings in the coming year. With so much on parish leaders' plates this fall, we are
considering either an alternate timing for the stewardship campaign, or a different way to invite
your financial contributions to God's mission through St. John's in 2023. We are so grateful for all
the many ways you support that mission with your presence at worship, your financial gifts, and
your prayers and support of the community. 
 
Finally, we hope to see you on November 6, Homecoming Sunday. After worship, we plan to offer
another update on St. John's next steps, during Community Time (downstairs, over refreshments). 

WORSHIP

Evensong Returns
by Josh Singer, Organist & Choirmaster

Sunday, October 23rd at 4pm, the choir will initiate our Evensong Series with a wonderful
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis composed by Healy Willan (1954-55). An excellent Anglican
traditionalist, Willan's musical language is grounded in the style of J.S. Bach's counterpoint and
applies into Wagnerian harmonies- making for rich texture, concise voice leading, and emotional
tension without the sentimentality. Please come and be immersed in the spirituality, spaciousness
and visual beauty that is St. John's Church- not something any of us should take for granted. An
offering will be taken for monetary donations to the Bangor Homeless Shelter.

    Some Musical Notes
by Josh Singer, Organist & Choirmaster

As I write this on the day of the autumnal equinox, I'm heartened that the choristers are back in full
swing and this fall returns more "normalcy" to our worship services. Rehearsals are back on a



regular basis(Thursday evenings at 6-7:30pm) allowing weekly Anthems and Psalms to be sung
enhancing worship. I encourage anyone interested in singing with the choir to contact me
personally via email: jbachsing@gmail.com. 

The choir recently had its annual picnic/ BBQ/ gathering graciously hosted by the Bobergs - best
smoked brisket and ribs east of the Mississippi! N.B. potential new choristers: this is one of many
perks to be had by joining the choir.

Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Harlem Renaissance 
 by Bruce Mallonee, Chair, Committee on Music and the Arts  

On Veterans Day, Friday November 11, at 4:00 p.m., the Committee on Music and the Arts will
present a 100th anniversary celebration of the great burst in African-American creativity that
became known as the Harlem Renaissance. The program will include members of our parish and
community partners, who will read poems, sing songs, and reflect on the joy of the arts in the midst
of injustice. We hope our speakers and the program itself will situate St. John's as a Jesus-
following, community-facing center of artistry and racial reconciliation. 
 
The program will be live. Although we hope to livestream it, and there may be limited playback
opportunities, the real value of the event will be gathering in person. A reception in the Undercroft
will follow. Please come!

FORMATION

Starting October 9, A Journey Through Acts: 50-Day Bible Challenge meets each Sunday on
Zoom at 1:00 pm. See the September newsletter for all the offerings for adults this fall. 
 
For children and youth , on one Sunday each month this fall we're welcoming children in a special
way. In October it is the Pet Blessing on the 2nd at 1:00 pm . (Stuffed animals are welcome too!)
In November it will be the 6th during Homecoming Sunday and All Saints Day worship with
baptisms.  

COMMUNITY

Tea Time Group

Tea Time Group would love for you to join them and share stories, drop in (via Zoom) to the next
Tea Time on the Second Sunday at 5:00pm. Never attended? No problem, Newcomers are
welcomed. Have questions? Check in with Claudia. NEXT DATE: October 9th at 5:00 pm on
Zoom.

The Women's Book Group

The St. John’s Women’s Book Group will meet by way of ZOOM on Tuesday, October 28 at 2
p.m. The group consists of women interested in literature and discussion and is open to new
participants. The book for October is The Women in the Castle, A Novel  by Jessica Shattuck.
The women referred to are widows of three conspirators involved in the assassination attempt on
Hitler. For more information, please contact Marisue Pickering or Jane Zenk .

mailto:jbachsing@gmail.com
https://stjohnsbangor.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/September-2022-Newsletter.pdf
https://stjohnsbangor.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/September-2022-Newsletter.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84006054306?pwd=ZmJHVXI4WGJLZ1FuYnB1WWkreUNadz09
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St. John's Member and Bangor High track star, Anna Connors, gives
$11,000 grant award to youth programs.

Bangor High track star gives $11K grant award to youth programs (bangordailynews.com)

SERVICE

THE RED TRUCK IS BACK.  
The last Red Truck Drive for the year will be held on October
8th, from 9:00 am to Noon. We will be collecting "cold
weather" items for Bangor Homeless Shelter. Their wish list
includes: hats, mittens, gloves, extra large sweatshirts, heavy
socks, and t-shirts. Toiletries are also welcome. The truck will
be parked in front of the church for easy drop off of
donations. Thank you.

Second Saturday Lunch

Second Saturday is a FREE meal offered monthly in the Undercroft from noon – 1:30 pm for any
in need of food and fellowship. Volunteers are always welcome and needed. Please contact Anne-
Marie or Phil if you would like to volunteer or if you have any questions.

Salvation Army

St. Johns has made a commitment to cook a meal at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen for
approximately 40 years on the fourth Tuesday of each month. Due to COVID people are not
allowed to sit inside in the dining room. Our crew cooks American chop suey for 100+. It is
assembled with buttered bread, granola bar, and fruit in take-out containers and served at a take-out
window. We will be practicing social distancing and masks are optional. We look forward to seeing
you on the 4th Tuesday between 9 am and 12:30 pm at the Salvation Army at 65 S Park Street in
Bangor. New volunteers are always welcome. 

Weekly Donations to BAHS

Donating food and hygiene products to the Bangor Area Homeless Shelter: We collect food
donations in the baskets in the back of the church each week. If you’d like to make a food donation
but are not yet attending in-person services, donations can be brought to the office Wednesday or
Friday between 10 am and noon. Donations collected will be donated to the Bangor Homeless
Shelter. Thank you in advance for your continued support of those less fortunate in our community.

St. John's Episcopal Church
"To the Glory of God and for the Common Good, we make God's love known

now and for generations to come through worship and service to all..."
234 French Street

Bangor, Maine 04401
 www.stjohnsbangor.org
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