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From the Cotton Club
“Rockin’ in Rhythm and Bugle Call Rag”
Duke Ellington with Florence Hill & Bessie Dudley

Introduction Bruce Mallonee and Nancy Dymond
Poet and Author Introductions Jeffrey Sychterz, Ph.D.
Readings
"Returning Soldiers” W.E.B. DuBois David Patrick
“The Negro Speaks of Rivers”
Langston Hughes Angela Okafor
Excerpts from Their Eyes Were Watching God
Zora Neale Hurston Nancy Dymond
“To A Dark Girl" Gwendolyn Bennett Madison Hemingway

“The Heart of a Woman”  Georgia Douglas Johnson
"Heritage” Countee Cullen Nancy Dymond

Reflection
Trauma, Endurance, and Joy Brennan Mallonee, LMHC



Interlude

“Jumpin Jive" from “Stormy Weather (1943)

Poet Introductions
Readings
“Tropics in New York”
“College Formal”

Interlude
"Jitterbug Waltz"

Readings
"Weary Blues"

“Fantasy”

Interlude
“Stormy Weather”

Introduction to Jean Toomer

Cab Calloway with Fayard & Harold Nicholas

Jeffrey Sychterz, Ph.D.

Claude McKay Dillon Murray

Langston Hughes

Fats Waller arranged by Joshua Singer, organ

Langston Hughes Tessa Solomon
Gwendolyn Bennett
Harold Arlen &Ted Koehler

Nancy Dymond, soprano

Joshua Singer, piano

Bruce Mallonee

"Georgia Dusk” Jean Toomer
Reflection
Art and Eternity
Interlude
Five Negro Melodies for Piano Trio, Op. 59 Marisa Solomon, cello
l.  "Sometimes | Feel Like A Motherless Child" Chris Nemeth, violin
Samuel Coleridge Taylor Patricia Stowell, piano

Program Dedication:

Bruce Mallonee

to Sterling A. Dymond, Jr., Helena G. Dymond George,
and Esther Nettles Rauch, Ph.D.



Recognition of Black Veterans Nancy Dymond
Taps John Patterson, trumpet
Closing Remarks Bruce Mallonee
Hymn “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  James Weldon Johnson & J. Rosamund Johnson

Lift ev'ry voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring,

ring with the harmonies of liberty.

Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning skies,

let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us.
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us.
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast'ning rod,

feltin the days when hope unborn had died;

yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet

come to the place for which our people sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.

We have come, treading our path thro the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last

where the bright gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,

thou who hast brought us thus far on the way,

thou who hast by thy might led us into the light,

keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;
lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;
shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand,

true to our God, true to our native land.

Please join us in the undercroft for soul food and conversation!



Bruce and Nancy thank all our musicians and readers; our technical facilitator and magician,
Eric Boberg, our caterer, Priscilla Moncrieffe; and our supporters and all who worked

to make this afternoon a success. Special thanks to our literary consultant, Dr. Jeffrey
Sychterz, and to John Diamond for service above and beyond.

Participants

Nancy E. Dymond is a native of Bangor. She attended Bangor schools and graduated from
the University of Maine with a B.S. in Elementary Education. Nancy taught second grade

in Bangor for twelve years and is currently an EdTech Ill in Hampden. She's a member of
St. John's Episcopal Church-Bangor. Nancy loves to perform and has been involved with
community theater for over 30 years. She is very excited to be a participant of this year's
program celebrating the 100th year of the beginning of the Harlem Renaissance.

Madison Hemingway is a senior at the University of Maine, where she is working on her
BAin both Business Management and Marketing.

Madison is a proud member of Pi Beta Phi where she is currently serving as Vice President
of Community Relations. Madison is a Maine native, growing up in Belfast with her mother
and grandmother. She is also a Licensed Aesthetician, a career that has supported her
throughout college.

Brennan C. Mallonee, LMHC was born and raised in Bangor, Maine, and grew up singing
in the St. John's Episcopal Church choir. She is a licensed mental health counselor in private
practice in the Boston area, with a focus on anxiety, trauma, and depression and a particular
specialty in the intersection of spirituality and psychotherapy. Her work has led her to a
deep sense of appreciation and wonder at the human capacity for resilience and meaning-
making in the face of suffering.

Bruce C. Mallonee is the Chair of the Committee on Music and the Arts at St. John's
Episcopal Church, Bangor, Maine. He has been engaged with the Harlem Renaissance since
being introduced to it at the University of Kansas in 1975.



Dillon Murray serves as the Legislative Liaison for the Maine Department of Labor. Born in
Mississippi, Dillon was adopted as a baby and grew up in Bangor.

Receiving a degree in Political Science from the University of Maine, Dillon immediately
went to work in electoral politics and advocating for human-centered policy. As an organizer
both in federal and state elections, as well as organized labor, Dillon has always worked to
center equity and historically marginalized communities in every policy decision.

“If they don't give you a seat at the table, bring a folding chair.” - Shirley Chisholm

Chris Nemeth is a violinist. He has performed throughout United States, Latin America,
Europe, and Canada, has participated in numerous festivals including the Kneisel Hall
Chamber Music Festival (Blue Hill, Maine), the Ravinia Festival (Chicago, IL), and the
International Youth and Music Festival (Vienna, Austria), and has been heard on Missouri
Public Radio, WFMT (Chicago), and National Public Radio.

He recently relocated from Chicago to Sedgwick, Maine with his wife (Tara), his 2 girls
(Marie, Vivi), and their dog (Zola).

Angela Okafor is a member of St. John's Episcopal Church, a mom of three, an attorney, an
entrepreneur, a community builder, and the first person of color and firstimmigrant on the
Bangor City Council. She leads community engagement work at the Permanent Commission
on the Status of Racial, Tribal and Indigenous Populations of Maine, as Acting Director of
Outreach and Community Engagement.

John Patterson, a former chorister under Fred Jones, started playing the trumpet in
elementary school. He accompanied the choir on their trip to England and Scotland in 1996
After studying Jazz and African-American music at UMass, he attended NESCom, where he
earned a degree in Audio Engineering. When not knee-deep in musical endeavors, John can
be found in the kitchen, where he manufactures his own brand of hot sauce, Hot Choy.

Pianist Patricia Stowell is a passionate musician and teacher, devoted to bringing music to
everyone. "As it has no boundaries, music represents all people from all cultures, and can be
appreciated worldwide,” Patricia states. "As musicians, it is our privilege and also our duty to
perform works of all gifted composers.”

David Patrick is a Clinical Social Worker and proud alumni of The University of Maine
School of Business and School of Social Work. As a social worker, clinical therapist,

and advocate, David supports community members through his work with Racial Equity &
Justice. As a consultant and DEI training facilitator, David combines experiential knowledge
and clinical problem solving skills to support organizations and communities.



David is Vice President of The Bangor Area NAACP and Chair of Bangor's Advisory Committee
of Racial Equity, Inclusion, and Human Rights.

Jeffrey Sychterz, Ph.D is Dean of the Bangor campus of University of Maine at Augusta,
where he has taught composition and literature for ten years. He researches and writes
on poetry and modern Anglo-American war literature. He first encountered the Harlem
Renaissance in 1990 when he was an English major at the Naval Academy. In a Senior
Seminar, Jeff wrote his paper on the political transformation of Paul Robeson through

an analysis of his music. Since then, Jeff continued to study the Harlem Renaissance in
graduate school, where he developed a special interest in Claude McKay's remarkable
protest sonnets.

Joshua Singer, a Juilliard School graduate with a Bachelor's and Master's degree in Organ,
started his rhythmic musical journey as a jazz/rock drummer studying at Geer's drum shop
in Providence, Rhode Island. (George Geer was professor of percussion at the University of
Rhode Island.) As an admirer of Gene Krupa, he met and talked with him- Krup said and
wrote to him- "To Josh, keep swinging champ!”. Mr. Singer never stopped.

Cellist Marisa Solomon is a teacher and performer in the Bangor area. She is a member of
the Bangor Symphony Orchestra, Director of the Kneisel Hall Program for Maine Students,
and serves on the board of the Chamber Music Society at the Collins Center for the Arts.
Festivals include the Aspen Music Festival, New York String Seminar, Kneisel Hall, the
International Festival-Institute at Round Top, SpoletoUSA, Festival de due Mondi in Spoleto,
Italy, and the Breckenridge Music Festival in Colorado. It is her great pleasure and privilege
to be part of this program.

Tessa Solomon is a proud senior at the University of Maine in Orono where she is
obtaining her BA in political science with minors in business and leadership.

Tessa was born and raised in the state of Maine with her three younger siblings. In her time
at the University of Maine she has published her own article called The Difference Between
Understand and Understanding where she was able to share her experiences growing up
as a young black woman in Maine. She is also a founding member of Chi Omega’s national
board of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, as well as the chair member of the Olympia Snowe
Women's Leadership Institute’s Alumni Council.



St. John's Episcopal Church
Bangor, Maine

The Rt. Rev. Thomas James Brown, Bishop, Diocese of Maine
The Rev. Rebecca Liberty, Transition Priest
Joshua Singer, Organist and Choirmaster
Vanessa Young, Parish Administrator
Jeffrey Perry, Sr. Warden
James Blanchette, Jr. Warden
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