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The Rev. James W. Nutter was born in Minden, La., and grew up in various locations including 
Mexico, New Orleans, St. Louis, Baltimore and Maine, where he attended Bates College in Lewiston 
and graduated with a B.A. in English. Later he spent a year abroad where he discerned God’s call on his 
life as he studied at Manchester College in Oxford, England. He then attended the Nashotah House 
Seminary in Nashotah, Wisconsin, and graduated with a Master of Divinity.

Fr. Nutter served for four years as an Assistant Priest at the Cathedral Church of St. Luke in Portland, 
Maine and was then called as the Rector of St. Peter’s, Rockland in 1987. During his time in Maine, 
he chaired the Commission on Ministry, was a member of the Standing Committee, a member of the 
Bishop’s Task Force on AIDS, chaired the Evangelism Commission, served on the Executive Board of 
the Diocese, was a member of the Board of Directors of St. Luke’s Episcopal Health System, and served 
as an Alternate Delegate at General Conventions of the national Episcopal Church and on the Board of 
Trustees of Episcopal High School in Houston.

At St. Peter’s, Jim started a Soup Kitchen, began an AIDS ministry, and revitalized the children’s 
program, among other things. In 2005 he was awarded the prestigious John Hines Award by the 
Virginia Theological Seminary, for the most outstanding Sermon of the Year : “Prodigious Love.”  He 
currently has a popular blog called “Notes on Hope”, which are real-life stories and inspirations based on 
a spiritual and Christ-based approach to helping people. In 2023, Fr. Nutter came out of retirement and 
became the Priest at St. John’s Episcopal Church.
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Video Montage	

“Yizkor (In Memoriam)”			        Oedeon Partos   (1907-1977) 
       Phillip Silver, piano
       Noreen Silver, cello

Introduction					        Bruce C. Mallonee

Address					        The Rev. Canon Masud Ibn Syedullah, TSSF

“Lamento in jemenitischer Weise”	        James Simon   (1880-1944)
       Phillip and Noreen Silver

Introduction					        Mr. Mallonee	

Reflection					        Rabbi Bill Siemers, Congregation Beth Israel

Reflection					        The Rev. James W. Nutter, 
St. John’s Episcopal  Church

Remarks on Program Music		        Phillip Silver, DMA

Invitation to Further Discussion		        Mr. Mallonee

Program Dedication	        Mr. Mallonee		
To Gerald E. Rudman 
and Norman Minsky

Conclusion					        Mr. Mallonee
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The Rev. Canon Masud Ibn Syedullah, TSSF, an Episcopal priest of the Diocese of New York, 
is Founder and Director of Roots & Branches: Programs for Spiritual Growth. Through it, he uses his 
gifts as educator, spiritual director, and musician to create and lead retreats, conferences, workshops, 
and pilgrimages, nationally and internationally.  See website: www.roots-branches.org. He is a 
professed member of the Third Order, Society of Saint Francis (TSSF) – a religious community within 
the Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion. Franciscan spirituality, with its central theme of 
following Jesus by serving God through responding to human need and valuing human dignity, greatly 
informs Masud’s ministry of peacemaking, reconciliation, and social justice. An African American, 
Masud was raised in an interfaith home – father, an Ahmadiyya Muslim; mother, a Pentecostal 
Christian. He has had a lifetime of cross-cultural and bridgebuilding experience, engaging collaborative 
work with Muslims, Jews, Native Americans, Buddhists, and representatives of other faith traditions. 
In response to the increased social unrest of the past few years, religious leaders within the United 
States and beyond call upon Masud to create and present programs to guide participants in ways their 
faith and engagement of the spiritual resources of scripture, prayer, meditation, and community can 
equip them to be faithful agents of peace and peacemaking in today’s world. Masud is also currently 
the Interim Canon for Ministry in the Episcopal Diocese of New York, responsible for the process of 
discernment and formation of persons preparing for ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church. He 
and his wife live in Hyde Park, New York.

Noreen Silver is principal cellist of the Bangor Symphony Orchestra, and has appeared as soloist with 
the orchestra on many occasions. She teaches cello and chamber music at the University of Maine, 
Orono, as well as privately in Bangor. She has been deeply involved with her husband’s work on reviving 
music by composers who either perished in the Holocaust or were forced into exile. As cellist of the 
Silver Duo, Noreen has participated in CD recordings and performances in Israel, Germany, the Czech 
Republic, UK, and the United States. In 2016, the Silver Duo presented recitals in Leeds and York of 
music from the Holocaust era in a UK-based project entitled Out of the Shadows (performing the 
Jewish Archive Silver Duo).

Phillip Silver is an internationally acclaimed solo and collaborative artist. The Frankfurter Rundschau 
described his playing as “virtuosic,” Haaretz commented upon his “...superb technical ability that 
enthralled the audience with melody, lyricism and poetry,” while the Boston Globe called him “an 
international collaborative pianist of the first rank,” and the Jerusalem Post described him as “a superb 
accompanist whose work is marked by sensitivity, felicity of style and an inborn musicianship which 
unerringly directs him to the most appropriate musical gesture.”

For over two decades Phillip has carried out research on music and musicians caught up in the 
Holocaust. His research into the composers of this era began with artists who died in the Holocaust, 
such as Viktor Ullmann, Gideon Klein and Alma Rose, the niece of Gustav Mahler. He found himself 
drawn to the extraordinary testament to the human spirit that would allow such artists to continue 
to create despite the madness surrounding them. Through the efforts of the Silvers, as well as other  
scholars and international musicians, modern audiences are rediscovering these composers. Silver was 
determined that their voices would continue to be heard through their music.

Rabbi Bill Siemers has led Congregation Beth Israel in Bangor since 2014.  He was ordained by the 
Jewish Theological Seminary and previously served communities in Philadelphia, Southern Maryland, 
and Long Island.  Rabbi Siemers has been on the faculty of the University of Maine since 2014 where he 
has offered courses in Jewish History, Antisemitism, and Yiddish.  He has also taught at the University’s 
Honors College and at the Penobscot Valley Senior’s College.  He lives in Bangor with his wife Deborah 
and they have two children. 

    (Cont. on back)

Reception and additional conversation follow in the Undercroft




