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Advent Lessons and Carols

Sunday, 14 December 2025 — Five O’Clock

St. John’s Episcopal Church

225 French Street, Bangor, Maine



Organ Voluntary
Wachet Auf - Setting by Paul Manz

Processional Hymn 57
Lo! he comes, with clouds descending
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The Bidding Prayer

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to
prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and
mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger. Let us read
and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first
days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy
Child, and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with
hymns and songs of praise. But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole
wortld; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the
Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within this city.
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time
remember in his name the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed;
the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the
little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not,
or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly, let us remember before God
his courageous and faithful Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, but upon
another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number,
whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we
for evermore are one.”

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
they kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The People are Seated

The First Lesson - Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25
read by Michele Voss

These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in
the day that the LorD God made the earth and the heavens, and every plant of the
tield before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LorD



God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the
ground. But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the
ground. And the LorD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. And the Lorp God
planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.
And out of the ground made the LorD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree
of knowledge of good and evil. And the LorD God took the man, and put him into
the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the LordD God commanded the
man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die. And the LorD God said, It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. And out of the ground the
Lorp God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought
them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every
living creature, that was the name thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to
the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found
an help meet for him. And the LorD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and
he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the
rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her
unto the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh:
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall 2 man
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Carol
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  Micheal Practorius, arr. by Catl Johengen

The Second Lesson - Isaiah 40:1-11
read by Nancy Dymond

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has
received from the LorD’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LOrRD, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and
hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the LorD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for
the mouth of the LorD has spoken.’

A voice says, ‘Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their
constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the



breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the
flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to a high
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah,
‘Here is your God!” See, the Lord Gop comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and
gently lead the mother sheep.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Hymn 67
Comfort, comfort ye my people
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The Third Lesson - Jeremiah 31:31-34
read by Colin Graebert

Behold, the days come, saith the LLorD, that I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto
them, saith the LorD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel; After those days, saith the Lorp, I will put my law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they
shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying,
Know the Lorp: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest
of them, saith the LorD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin
no more.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Anthem
“O magnum mysterium” O great mystery - Craig Kingsbury

The Fourth Lesson - Isaiah 35:1-10
read by Chris Morin

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings,
favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am
a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
Al Thanks be to God.



Carol
Carol - The Apple Tree - David Ashley White

The Fifth Lesson - Isaiah 7:10-15
read by Mary-Frances Beesorchard

Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, ask thee a sign of the LorD thy
God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz said, I will not ask,
neither will I tempt the LorD. And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a
small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore the Lord
himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the
evil, and choose the good.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
Carol
How Lovely are the Messengers Felix Mendelssohn

The Sixth Lesson - Zephaniah 3:14-18
read by Eric Boberg

Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem. The LorD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out
thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not
see evil any more. In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion,
Let not thine hands be slack. The LorD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will
save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee
with singing. I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of
thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

The People Stand



Hymn 66
Come, thou long-expected Jesus
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The People are Seated

The Seventh Lesson - Luke 1:26-38
Read by the Rev. Jarrett Kerbel, Rector

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee,
named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said,
Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among
women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind
what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary:
for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb,
and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom
there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I
know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And,
behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is
the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be



impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me
according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Anthem
Song of Advent - Eugene Butler

The Prayers
Please keneel or sit as you are able

Officiant Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when He
shall come again in His glorious majesty to judge both the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through Him who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Come, O Wisdom from on high: Enlighten our darkened minds with your
marvelous light; that people and nations may learn your ways of justice and
truth. Come and save us, O Lord of Hosts.

People Come, O Lord of Hosts, and save us.
Officiant Come, O Key of David: Open our hearts to the power of your love and

unlock the spirit imprisoned by our selfishness; that we may turn to live in
the embrace of your love. Come and save us, O Lord of Hosts.

People  Come, O Lord of Hosts, and save us.

Officiant Come, O Dayspring from on high: Bring us new life, new health and new
hope; that, restored by your power, we may serve your world with steadfast
faith, joyful hope, and constant love. Come and save us O Lord of Hosts.

People Come, O Lord of Hosts, and save us.
The People Stand
The General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.



We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Advent Blessing

May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness
from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Hymn at the Retiring Procession 73
The King shall come when morning dawns



) | | —
am— — 45— —— : | s —#
65— F o F ™ —
S o f I ki F
1 The King shall come when morn - ing dawns and
2 Not, as of old, a lit - tle child, to
3 The King shall come when morn - ing dawns and
4 and let the end - less bliss be - gin, by
5 The King shall come when morn - ing dawns  and
4 E— 4 L] |
4 . 3 .
E—— = L —
T | | T
e ——— | | ' | 1 '
& o—w * » e ==
S rgrrtr v r rfror
1 light i - um- phant breaks; when beau - ty gilds  the
2 bear, and fight, and die, but crowned with  glo - ry
3 earth’s dark night is past; O haste the ris - ing
4 wear -y saints fore - told, when right shall  tri - umph
5 light and beau - ty brings:  Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy
R
padni o P od ’ | ’ ] |
‘ I i i I:'\‘ 1 I | I I
[ | I —— I | | 4
I 1 ! 1 | I I I
e e e e =
o ’ LT T
1 east - ern hills  and life to joy a wakes.
2 like  the sun  that lights the morn - ing sky.
3 of that morn, the day that e’er shall last;
4 o - ver wrong, and truth shall be ex tolled.
5 peo - ple pray, come quick - ly, King of kings.
L d J J J # | J .
# o = » ﬁ i T ’ ot ‘
| [ - 1 | ] I =
| I [ — f \ \ T’
Celebrant  Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God




Christmastide at
St. John’s
Episcopal Church

December 21, 10:00 a.m. - Fourth Sunday of Advent Eucharist, followed by the
Greening of the Church.

December 21, 3:00 p.m. - Christmas Caroling with cider and hot chocolate

December 24, 4:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist, both in person and
on YouTube.

December 24, 9:00 p.m. — Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist, in person
December 25, 9:00 a.m. — Christmas Eucharist, in person.

December 28, 10:00 a.m. — First Sunday of Christmas Eucharist, both in person
and on YouTube.

December 31, 5:00 p.m. - Contemplative Worship Service in the style of Taizé

January 4, 10:00 a.m. — Holy Eucharist, featuring the Epiphany Pageant, both
in person and on YouTube.

To find the services on YouTube, go to stjohnsbangor.org and click on
“worship services.”

The Apple Tree # 199540 - Words and Music ©2008, 2019 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Contributors: David Ashley White. Reprinted, podcast,
and / or streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731074. All rights reserved.

O Magnum Mysterium #30107976 - ©2009 Oregon Catholic Press. Contributors: Craig Kingsbury. Reprinted, podcast, and / or streamed with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731074. All rights reserved.

Lo, how a Rose e’re blooming, used with permission by St. James Music Press, License #29161.

Song of Advent # 31890 - Words and Music ©2003 Lorenz Publishing Corporation, The. Contributors: Eugene Butler. Reprinted, podcast, and /
or streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731074. All rights reserved.


https://www.taize.fr/en/coming-to-taize

The Ministers: A/ the members of this church becanse
we believe in the “priesthood of all believers”
(1 Peter 2:5).
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Vestry Members
Charlene Boggins
chatleneboggins88(@gmail.com
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William Lauring Somes
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Leon Souweine
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Mary Wright
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The Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Brown, Bishop of Maine
The Rev. Jarrett Kerbel, Rector
Mztr. Colin Graebert, Choir Director
Mt. Joshua Singet, Organist
Ms. Vanessa Young, Office Manager
Ms. Mary-Frances Beesorchard, Director of Christian Education
Ms. Tricia Drake, Sexton
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Ms. Susanna Pathak, Parish Librarian
Ms. Patricia Sprague, Director of Adult Formation
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