
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
“Our mission is to know and to share the love of Jesus Christ” 

 

                         May 3, 2026 
            Choral Evensong for Easter 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Organ Voluntary 
Pie Jesu (from Requiem) - Andrew Lloyd Webber 

 
Processional Hymn  

Blue Hymnal #42 - Now the day is over 
 
Now the day is over, 
night is drawing nigh, 
shadows of the evening 
steal across the sky. 
  
Jesus, give the weary 
calm and sweet repose; 
with thy tenderest blessing 
may our eyelids close. 
  
Grant to little children 
visions bright of thee; 
guard the sailors tossing 
on the deep, blue sea. 
  

Comfort every sufferer 
watching late in pain; 
those who plan some evil 
from their sin restrain. 
  
Through the long night watches 
may thine angels spread 
their white wings above me, 
watching round my bed. 
  
When the morning wakens, 
then may I arise 
pure, and fresh, and sinless 
in thy holy eyes. 

Opening Sentences 
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life.” 

 

Preces 
Officiant:    ​ O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir:    ​ And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
Officiant:​ O God, make speed to save us. 

 

 

 



 
Choir:    ​ O Lord, make haste to help us. 
   ​  ​ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
   ​            and to the Holy Ghost; 
                    ​As it was in the beginning, is now, 
                    ​and ever shall be: World without end. Amen. 
        ​         ​ Praise ye the Lord. 
                    ​The Lord’s Name be praised. 

Phos Hilaron 

Blue Hymnal #25 - O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ 
Sung by the choir 

O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you the Father’s glory shone. 
Immortal, holy, blest is he, 
and blest are you, his holy Son. 
  
Now sunset comes, but light shines 
forth, 
the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 

 
Praise Father, Son, and Spirit: God 
who dwells in the eternal light. 
  
Worthy are you of endless praise, 
O Son of God, Life-giving Lord; 
wherefore you are through all the earth 
and in the highest heaven adored. 

 

† Please be seated. 
 

Psalm 84 
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O God of hosts! * 

My soul has a desire and longing for your courts; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
   and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young, * 

by the side of your altars, O God of hosts, 
my Ruler and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house; * 
they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you, * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find 
it a place of springs, * 

      for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
6 They will climb from height to height; * 

the God of gods will be revealed in Zion. 

 

 

 



 
7 O God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

hearken, O God of Jacob. 
8 Behold our defender, O God, * 

and look upon the face of your Anointed, 
9 For one day in your courts is better than 

a thousand in my own room, * 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked; 

10 For God is both sun and shield * 
and will give grace and glory. 

11 No good thing will God withhold * 
from those who walk with integrity. 

12 O God of hosts, * 
happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 
 

First Lesson : Hebrews 12:1-14 
 

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of 
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted 
unto blood, striving against sin. And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto 
you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what 
son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 
But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not 
sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For 
they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holiness. 
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby. Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;  And make 
straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather 
be healed. Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. 
 
Reader:​ The Word of the Lord. 
All:​ Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 



 
† Please stand. 

Blue Hymnal #29 - O Trinity of bless’d light 
 
O Trinity of blesséd light, 
O Unity of princely might, 
the fiery sun now goes his way; 
shed thou within our hearts thy ray. 
  
To thee our morning song of praise, 
to thee our evening prayer we raise; 

O grant us with thy saints on high 
to praise thee through eternity. 
  
To God the Father, heavenly Light, 
to Christ revealed in earthly night, 
to God the Holy Ghost we raise 
our equal and unceasing praise. 

 

Magnificat 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath 
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. And his 
mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath showed strength with his 
arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry 
with good things, and the rich  he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath 
holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

† Please be seated. 

Second Lesson: Luke 4:16-30 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was delivered 
unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the 
place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me 
to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and he gave it 
again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears. And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded 
out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son? And he said unto them, Ye will 
surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in 
Capernaum, do also here in thy country. And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is 
accepted in his own country. But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days 

 

 

 



 
of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was 
throughout all the land; But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of 
Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus 
the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. And all they in the 
synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, And rose up, and thrust 
him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that 
they might cast him down headlong. But he passing through the midst of them went his way. 

Reader: ​ The Word of the Lord. 
All: ​ Thanks be to God. 

Nunc Dimittis 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, To be a light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
for ever.  Amen. 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

† Please stand; Monotone, sung by all. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Salutation 
Officiant:  ​ The Lord be with you. 
Choir:       ​ And with thy spirit. 
Officiant:  ​ Let us pray. 
 

The Lesser Litany 
Choir:​ ​ Lord, have mercy upon us. 
            ​ ​ Christ, have mercy upon us. 
            ​ ​ Lord, have mercy upon us 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Monotone, sung by all 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Suffrages 

Officiant:  ​​ O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
Choir:   ​ ​ And grant us thy salvation. 
Officiant:   ​ O Lord, save the state. 
Choir:   ​ ​ And mercifully hear us 
                    ​ when we call upon thee. 
Officiant:    ​ Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
Choir:   ​ ​ And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Officiant:    ​ O Lord, save thy people. 
Choir:   ​ ​ And bless thine inheritance. 
Officiant:     ​ Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir:   ​   ​ Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
Officiant:     ​ O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir:   ​   ​ And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 
 

 

 



 
The Collects 

Danish Amen sung following each Collect. 
 

A Collect for Sundays 
Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and 
prepared for us our place in the new Jerusalem:  Grant that we, who have this day given 
thanks for his resurrection, may praise thee in that City of which he is the light; and where he 
liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. 

A Collect for Peace 
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your 
wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquillity your 
dominion may increase until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  

A Collect for the Presence of Christ 
Lord, Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 
way, kindle our hearts,  and awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread.  Grant this for the sake of thy love.  

† Please be seated. 

Anthem 
 Thine be the Glory 

words by Edmund Budry, music by William Somes 
 

The General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 

 

 

 



 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

Prayer of St. Francis (BCP p. 833) 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there 
is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may 
not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be 
loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
 
† Please kneel for the Prayers. 

The Blessing 
 

 
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 Final Hymn  
Blue Hymnal #662 -  Abide with me 

 
Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; 
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide: 
when other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
  
I need thy presence every passing hour; 
what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s 
power? 
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide 
with me. 
  
 
 

I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; 
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy 
victory? 
I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 
  
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
shine through the gloom, and point me to 
the skies; 
heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain 
shadows flee; 
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
 

Organ Voluntary 
Rhosymedre - R. Vaughan Williams  

† Please stand as the choir and clergy leave in procession. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Music from the St. James Service by Robert J. Powell, used with permission by St. James Music Press, License #29161. 
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The Ministers: All the members of this church because  we believe in the “priesthood of all believers” 

(1 Peter 2:5). 
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Leon Souweine 
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2029 
David Conaway 

david.conaway@maine.edu 
Robert Ford 

fordrs58@yahoo.com 
Kelsi Hobbs 

kelsi.hobbs@stjohnsbangor.org 
603-498-2485 

Benjamin Okafor 
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